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Follow us on:
ITE-ANZ LinkedIn

Moving from 2020 to 2021
@ITEAUSNZ

2020 has certainly been a year we will not forget easily! There have been
catastrophic bushfires in Australia, the Wakaari/White Island volcanic
eruption in New Zealand and the global COVID-19 pandemic. While these
events have seen tragic loss of life and thrown up challenges for the future,
there is no doubt they have opened our eyes to new ways of
communicating and living.
We wish you, your families and your colleagues a safe, healthy and happy
festive season and a happy and prosperous 2021.

WHERE IN THE WORLD?

Can you guess the location of this
photo?
Answer on Page 19

Our Sponsors
Austraffic is our Platinum Sponsor and has enabled the Worldwide Learning
Opportunities Program

SIDRA Solutions sponsors our
President’s Dinner and
Postgraduate Award
We have three Corporate
Sponsors

Trafficworks sponsors our
Undergraduate Student Award

The RACV sponsors our
Annual Breakfast Meeting
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The First Traffic Signals
Recently I came across a couple of pictures of very early manually operated traffic signals. So, I did a
little research …
The first traffic signal was invented in London by J P Knight, a railway
signalling engineer. It was installed outside the Houses of Parliament in 1868
and looked a bit like any railway signal of the time, with waving semaphore
arms and red-green lamps, operated by gas, for night use. The traffic light
was, quite literally, a light to regulate traffic. Road traffic consisted of people,
carriages, wagons and buggies, some of them horse-drawn.
The traffic light was a 6.7m (22 feet) tall, cast iron pillar that housed a
revolving lantern that could show red or green lights. Red, horizontal arms,
meant Stop. Green arms at a 45-degree angle meant Caution. The lever had
to be turned by hand, and a warning buzzer sounded as the light changed
colour. Traffic officers decided when to change the lights, based on the
amount of traffic coming in various directions. Unfortunately, it exploded,
killing a policeman. The accident discouraged further development until the
era of the internal combustion engine.
NOTE: Image source: https://www.driving.co.uk/news/test-your-knowledge-when-and-where-was-the-first-traffic-lightinstalled/

Modern traffic lights are an American invention. Here are three examples of early American traffic
signals.
A variety of manual traffic signal styles emerged in the late 1800s/early 1900s.
At first, most were manually changed by police officers, similar to Knight’s
London model. They were often based on designs similar to existing railroad
signals and used combinations of words and colours to tell drivers when to stop
and when to drive. Since they were manual, every individual traffic signal had to
be attended by a police officer who would change the signal to control traffic
flow.
https://medium.com/@eltec/brief-history-of-traffic-lights-8e661298e627

The world’s first electric traffic signal was installed on the corner of Euclid
Avenue and East 105th Street in Cleveland, Ohio, on August 5, 1914.
“According to an article in The Motorist, published by the Cleveland Automobile
Club in August 1914: ‘This system is, perhaps, destined to revolutionize the
handling of traffic in congested city streets and should be seriously considered by
traffic committees for general adoption.’ ”
http://inthelandofcleve.blogspot.com/2015/08/land-of-cleve-history-first-electric.html
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The third example is an electric traffic signal that has the words
to explain what the coloured lights mean. I saw it recently in a
1944 movie “The Woman in the Window”. The main character
Professor Wanley, played by Edward G Robinson, is stopped by
this traffic signal.
I was so impressed I captured a 33 sec clip and you can see it
in action here: https://youtu.be/bc9pPOFwdYk

However, the Americans weren’t the only traffic light innovators. The last
example is the famous Australian Marshalite – a form of rotary traffic signal
that was designed in 1936 by an Australian, Charles Marshall.
The first experimental model was erected in
1937 at the corner of Gertrude and Brunswick
Streets, Fitzroy.
See image right – Source:
https://www.carsales.com.au/editorial/details/oldschool-the-marshalite-was-the-melbourne-madetraffic-signal-that-never-took-off-127011/

The last Marshalite was decommissioned in around 1970. You can still see a Mashalite today exhibited
in the front of the RACV Club in Burke Street, Melbourne.

Calling Unimelb Students
I have had a couple of approaches from Cristian Jara and Yvonne Chen saying they would like to
establish an ITE Student Chapter at The University of Melbourne. If you are interested let us know by
emailing secretay@iteanz.org.au .

Nick Szwed
ITE-ANZ President
president@ite.org.au
From the Editor:
The President’s mention of The University of Melbourne coincides nicely with my exploration of my
late father’s engineering papers and memorabilia, particularly his time on the staff at the
university’s School of Civil Engineering. Amongst these, I found the class photo of fourth year civil
engineering students and staff taken in 1970 – 50 years ago – including our President (above).

Do you recognise this other notable ITE-ANZ personality from the Class of 1970?


Answer on Page 19
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NEW MEMBERS
ITE-ANZ is pleased to welcome the following new members who have recently joined ITE:






















Mr. Rashid Al Ali, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Miss April Alcock, NSW
Dr. Krishna N. Behara, QLD
Mr. Andrew Buruma, VIC
Ms. May Chew, NSW
Mr. Danush Durairaj, VIC
Mr. Sebastian Anthony Fransos, VIC
Mr. Paul Ghantous, WA
Miss Lauren Guiney, VIC
Ms. Taru Jain, VIC
Mr. Cristian Andre Jara Infante, VIC
Mr. Chun Fai Kwan, VIC
Mr. Rick Lewis, QLD
Miss Varsahe Manivasakan, VIC
Mr. Qaisar Mehboob, WA
Mr. Justin Poon, VIC
Mr. Sangheran Ramyen, VIC
Mr. Layas Thapa, VIC
Mr. Trung Minh Tran, VIC
Mr. Douglas Whattam, VIC
Mr. Micheal Xiong, VIC
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ITE GLOBAL DISTRICT
ITE Global District Director’s Report – September 2020
2020 has been an interesting year to say the least. As a result of the COVID-19 global pandemic many
changes have occurred in the way we conduct our daily lives and business. It has been no different
for ITE. Our International Board Meetings are being held virtually and ITE’s Annual Meeting and
Exhibition, which was to be held in New Orleans, USA, was instead also held virtually.
Thanks to the amazing efforts of ITE Staff and volunteers, plans were quickly altered to provide a
virtual event which was a resounding success. The Annual Meeting included more than 1,700
registrants from around the world, many of whom attending for the first time due to its virtual nature.
Please visit the website (https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/ite- 2020-virtual-annual-meetingandexhibiton-recap1/) to see highlights of the meeting and resources you can use going forward.
With the above in mind, I’d again like to encourage members located within the Global District (i.e.
outside of North America) to consider participating in one of ITE’s various development programs or
Councils. Many more opportunities are being held in ‘virtual’ environments, whether it be:


Participating in Leadership ITE (https://www.ite.org/professional-and-careerdevelopment/leadershipite/), or



Joining and contributing to one of ITE’s Special Interest Councils (https://www.ite.org/technicalresources/councils/). ITE-ANZ members are encouraged to join ITE Councils and the committees
under the Councils.
It’s never been easier to become involved!

International Board of Direction
Further, the International Board of Direction (IBoD) has met since July over a series of virtual sessions
and below is a summary of the key points discussed:
Budgets
Whilst it has been a difficult year as a result of the global pandemic, which has resulted in a few areas
experiencing a drop in revenue, these have been offset by reduced expenses. Overall, ITE remains in
a good financial position moving forward. Additionally, we completed a clean audit which resulted in
no recommendations.
In light of the pandemic, the 2021 budget assumes a 7.5% loss in individual members (this matches
what was seen in 2009), a 20% loss in public agency membership, and a 40% overall loss in Career
Centre revenue. There is also a downturn expected for contracts revenue in 2021. However, a virtual
technical conference and new Trip Generation Manual planned for 2021 are ways of potentially
increasing revenue. The Annual Meeting is the biggest area of uncertainty, because it is not clear if
the meeting will be in-person or virtual.
Strategic Planning Update
The 2021-2023 ITE Strategic Planning was presented to the IBOD by Shawn Leight. The plan was
approved by the IBOD with only a few minor editorial changes.
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ITE Policy Updates
Policy Committee Chair John Davis provided an update regarding suggested topics for new ITE Policy
Statements as well as proposed and revised new ITE Policies. The IBOD approved the revised wording
for the policy on Clear Roadsides and authorised publication of the proposed new statements to ITE
Policy for member comment.
Membership
Membership Director, Colleen Agan, provided updates on 2020 dues and indicated the biggest drop
in membership numbers was due to students because of the COVID situation with many Universities
moving to remote learning. ITE hopes to have a student membership drive during September –
November, along with activities planned by the Traffic Bowl Committee.
Incoming Directors – 2021-2023
The new Directors are Mark Spencer from the Western District, Scott Walker from the Southern
District, Melisa Finley from the Texas District, and Andy Swisher from the Missouri Valley District.

To close, whilst 2020 has been a challenging year (and it’s not over yet), the necessary changes have
resulted in some fantastic opportunities. There’s never been a better or easier time to become
involved in many ITE activities, to maximise your benefits as a member or to further develop your
knowledge. 2020 will only be a write-off if you let it be.
Should you wish to discuss any of the above in greater detail or have other matters you would like me
to be aware of or raise at the ITE International Board meetings, please feel free to reach out to me at
dprzyc@cgd.vic.gov.au.

Daniel Przychodzki, ITE Global District Director
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ITE HEAD QUARTERS
Virtual Student Leadership – 19-20 February 2021
The first virtual Student Leadership Summit (SLS) is scheduled for 19-20 February 2021 (USA time).
Fourteen universities are organizing the event with every District represented. 14 universities are
involved in the planning of this event.
Registration will be around $10 for students and proceeds will go to the Diversity Scholars
Program. .ITE head office is keen to get involvement from any Australian or New Zealand universities
YITE and TEM and Uni of Canterbury could be involved.

Virtual Technical Conference – March 2021
A 2021 Virtual Technical Conference is to be held in March. The theme of the conference will be
Creating Innovative Intersections and Streets, and content will be developed through the Technical
Councils rather than a Call for Abstracts. The ITE-ANZ Section has been specifically asked to potentially
develop an edge session, which would occur outside of ‘normal’ meeting times for those in North
America, however be better aligned with reasonable times for us in AU/NZ.

Leadership ITE Program
https://www.ite.org/professional-and-career-development/leadershipite/
Global District members are being encouraged to consider this program. The virtual format provides
the advantage of accessing this amazing course at a discount price. Watch this ITE YouTube
presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QR3YlFbKQM&feature=youtu.be
For further information, contact:


Madhuri Seera, M.Sc., P.Eng. PTOE
Senior Leader, Mobility Coordination
Transportation Planning, City of Calgary
T 403.268.5051
E-mail: Madhuri.Seera@calgary.ca

ITE 2020 Virtual Annual Meeting and Exhibition – Recap
2020 was the year of the first ITE Virtual Annual Meeting and Exhibition, a result from the COVID-19
global pandemic. It meant that ITE staff and volunteers had to alter their plans quickly to coordinate
the technical program and exhibit hall from an in-person meeting to a virtual meeting. The result of
the ITE 2020 Virtual Annual Meeting and Exhibition was a resounding success! We thank everyone
who registered and participated in this conference!
More than 1,700 transportation professionals made #ITE2020 a conference to remember.
Whether you attended or are interested in what took place, this page provides information, highlights
from the meeting and resources you can use going forward.
https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/ite-2020-virtual-annual-meeting-and-exhibiton-recap/
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ITE 2021 Annual Meeting and Exhibition – 18 – 20 July 2021
The 2021 (Portland) Annual Meeting Local Arrangements Committee is moving
forward for an in-person meeting, but also planning for the alternative to move
virtually if necessary. Plan Now to Attend the Joint ITE International and Mountain
and Western Districts Annual Meeting and Exhibition.
Keep an eye on the website: https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/ite-annualmeeting-and-exhibition/
Jeffrey Paniati P.E.
Executive Director
Institute of Transportation Engineers
Washington DC
jpaniati@ite.org

RECENT ITE-ANZ EVENTS
ITE-ANZ Webinars – July to November 2020
22 July 2020 – Transport and Climate Change
Presenters:




Alice Woodruff
Managing Director of Active City
Dr Elliot Fishman
Director of the Institute for Sensible Transport
Petra Stock
Ex-Program Manager – Cities and Policies, Climateworks Australia

The presenters discussed current trends in transport emissions, as well as future developments,
strategies and policy options in combating climate change from the transport sector.
The webinar was recorded. The recording and speaker presentations are available at:
https://www.ite.org.au/transport-and-climate-change/

13 August 2020 – Research Forum: COVID-19 and its Impact on Travel
This webinar brought together experts across Australia, New Zealand and North America to discuss
recent changes to traffic and transport trends triggered by COVID-19.
Presentation 1
Laura Aston (Public Transport Research Group) and Prof Graham Currie (Director, Public Transport
Research Group), Monash University, Melbourne, Australia




Secondary demand impacts (traffic/bicycle/pedestrian/public transport) in Melbourne
Findings from a small cohort of in-depth qualitative interviews conducted during lockdown; and
Findings from prior research into ‘disruption’ impacts on public transport demand, that has given
us a framework for designing our survey.

ITE-ANZ Newsletter December 2020

Page 7 of 20

Presentation 2
Daniel Haake (Senior Transportation Planner – HDR, Indianapolis, USA) and Madhuri Seera (Senior
Leader, Mobility Coordination, Transportation Planning, City of Calgary, Canada)



Impact of COVID-19 on freight
The work of the ITE Urban Goods Standing Committee

Presentation 3
Doug Wilson (Director of Transportation Engineering Laboratories at The University of Auckland, New
Zealand) and Amanda Kananke Arachchige (Civil Engineer, Jacobs, Auckland, New Zealand)


Considerations and potential implications of COVID-19 for road safety based and impacts on
travel during shutdown in Auckland.

The webinar was recorded. The recording is available on the ITE-ANZ YouTube channel via:
https://www.ite.org.au/2020-august-webinar-covid-19-and-its-impact-on-travel/

15 September 2020 – Fireside Chat #2 – Inclusive and Equitable
Transport
This webinar followed the theme of an ITE podcast featuring Tamika Butler, Transportation and equity,
where they discuss the challenges faced as a transport user, and how to educate others to consider
the needs of transport users.
ITE-ANZ welcomed three speakers to start a conversation among the Australia and New Zealand
transport industry about equitable and inclusive transportation.


Bridget Burdett, Principal researcher at MRCagney (Hamilton, New Zealand) spoke about

inequities in transport access associated with disability and income.


David Simmonds, Director for Transport Accessibility and Inclusion, Department of Transport

(DoT), Victoria, shared his own experience as a legally blind public transport user commuting
from a regional Victorian centre to the CBD.
David fielded questions about the pros and cons of technologies such as tactile paving, and of
immersive training for building empathy among transport planners.


Janine Pawson, Senior Service Designer, Aurecon (Melbourne), spoke about the need to

understand what is needed to make transport enjoyable and easy for all kinds of people to use..
A message resounding from all three presentations was that there is no ‘one size fits all’ approach to
delivering equitable transport solutions. It is for this reason that every individual involved in
transportation projects must continue to champion the needs of different users, to ensure equity
benefits are realised.
The webinar was recorded. The recording and speaker presentations are available at:
https://www.ite.org.au/fireside-chat-2-inclusive-and-equitable-transport-2/
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19 November 2020 – University of Canterbury Student Chapter:
Transportation Webinar
UC-TRANSPORT held a “Transportation Webinar” online event to offer some insights about the
rewards and challenges associated with a career in the Transportation Engineering sector,
accompanied by a talk on “Connected Vehicles Technology”. This event aimed to benefit students in
considering Transport Engineering as a career path-way and promote interest in ITE and the UC
Chapter. The event was supported by the ITE ANZ.
We heard from two speakers from different transport consulting firms operating in New Zealand and
the USA, who shared their experience of working in this sector.


John Lieswyn, PTP, MET, BSc
Director, Senior Transport Planner
ViaStrada Ltd



Hassen Alwalie, MScEng
ITS Project Manager – Connected Vehicles
Danlaw Inc.

They helped answering the following questions:




Why consider Transportation Engineering as a profession?
What kind of projects will you need to undertake as a Transport Engineer/Planner?
What kind of tasks will be involved in your role as a Transport Engineer?

While numbers were not huge, the webinar was very successful. It was interesting and interactive,
and the team received lots of positive feedback.
For those unable to attend here is a sharable link: UC Chapter Transportation Webinar 19 Nov 2020

26 November 2020 – Interpreting Opsheets for SIDRA
Alison Dewar and David Nash explained some of the key points about interpreting traffic signal
Opsheets for input into the SIDRA analysis program.
The webinar was recorded. The recording and speaker presentations are available at:
https://www.ite.org.au/november-2020-webinar-interpreting-opsheets-for-sidra/
Marianne Richards
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ITE-ANZ 2020 President’s Dinner
Date:
Venue:

Tuesday, 1 December 2020
Kew Golf Club, 120 Belford Road, East Kew

Thank you to everyone who attended President's Dinner. In
what has been a challenging year, it was wonderful to see you
face-to-face.
The dinner was proudly sponsored
by SIDRA SOLUTIONS

Guest Speaker
The guest speaker was Corey Hannett, Director General, Major Transport
Infrastructure Authority.

ITE-ANZ Awards
The following ITE-ANZ awards were announced by Nick Szwed, President. Congratulations to the
following 2020 award recipients:

Prof Peter Vulcan AM
Contribution to the Transport
Profession

Daniel Gaschk
Emerging Transport Professional

Media Release:
Monash University Accident Research
Centre (MUARC)
“MUARC congratulates Peter Vulcan AM for
prestigious ITE award”

Trafficworks Pty Ltd posted on LinkedIn
“Congratulations to Daniel Gaschk, one of
our Senior Traffic Engineers … Daniel was
recognised for the opportunities he has taken
within the transport engineering industry
that have allowed him to gain experience in
leadership and grow his technical ability. In
addition, he actively contributes and
promotes to the transport engineering
profession and the professional development
of his colleagues through his involvement as
Assistant Secretary of the ITE-ANZ board.”

To get a full understanding of Professor
Vulcan’s outstanding career, read the full
media release:
MUARC Media Release 8 December 2020

Jennifer McIntyre for Darebin City
Council
Sustainable Transport
Jennifer posted on LinkedIn:
“Huge thanks to ITE-ANZ for recognising
Darebin’s Streets for People project with the
Sustainable Transport Award! I was very
pleased to accept this award at the
President’s Dinner last week, and would like
to give a shout out to Marcus Bennett who
worked on the first stage back in 2018, and
also acknowledge the SSRIP/STiLS funding
that helped get this project delivered. More
than 25 interventions delivered along a
2.8km cycling corridor to make active travel
safer and easier!”

Marianne Richards
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UPCOMING ITE-ANZ EVENTS
We are planning a webinar program for 2021. No dates have been set yet, but keep an eye out for
updates in our emails and on our social media.
Topics currently being considered include:


Indigenous Issues in Transport Planning
Particularly relevant given the federal and state court proceedings for the Western Highway
Duplication around Buangor in Victoria.



ITE Traffic Engineering Council Webinar
The ITE Traffic Engineering Council, chaired by Gordon Meth, would like to have a webinar with
some aspects of Australian – New Zealand practice at a suitable US/ANZ time-of-day early next
year.



Tactical Urbanism – Lessons Learned
A webinar on tactical urbanism, outdoor dining and lessons learned during the COVID-19
changes.
Marianne Richards

NON-ITE EVENTS FOR TRANSPORT PROFESSIONALS
The COVID-19 pandemic has had many downsides, but it has also benefitted us by opening up different
ways to connect and share information and experiences. The emergence of the webinar as a COVID
Normal tool is the most striking example.
I have to acknowledge the keen eyes and enthusiasm of ITE-ANZ members, particularly Lindsay Oxlad
from Adelaide, in alerting us to many, many events.
In 2021, we propose preparing a monthly flyer of events of general interest to transport professionals,
highlighting some in our quarterly newsletter.
Many planning, engineering and transport groups are hosting virtual events and discussions. In
addition to ITE-ANZ’s Upcoming events website, visit













Engineers Australia (EA): EA Conferences and Events
Transport Australia Society (TAs): Transport Australia Society (TAs)
Engineering New Zealand (ENZ): ENZ Courses and events
Planning Institute of Australia (PIA): PIA Events
New Zealand Planning Institute (NZPI): NZPI Events and Conferences
ITS Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS Aust): ITS Aust events
Australian Institute of Traffic Planning and Management Ltd (AITPM): AITPM events
Researching Transit through the Public Transport Research Group, part of the Institute of
Transport Studies in the Monash University Department of Civil Engineering.
Australasian Railway Association (ARA): ARA events and networking for events in Australia and
New Zealand
Australian Airports Association (AAA): AAA events calendar
Ports Australia: Ports Australia - conferences
Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport – Australia (CILTA): CILTA events

Marianne Richards and Lindsay Oxlad
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ITE-ANZ YOUNG MEMBER AND STUDENT ACTIVITIES
Young Members
YITE Annual General Meeting
The YITE Annual General Meeting was held on 24 June 2020.
The structure of YITE Committee has been revised to assign more portfolios.










President: Matthew Bennett
Vice President: Danielle Rebbechi
Secretary: Christian Jara Infante
Treasurer: Dat Tang
Executive General Rep: Jey Parthiban
Marketing & Communications: Tabitha Yeoh and Ruw Palapathwala
Assisted by: Cassie Min and Harshal Dhabarde
Student Chapter Support: Riddhi Kalra
Assisted by: Hesavar Manivasakan
Activities Coordinators: Ben Thomson and Patrick Xue
Assisted by: Mitchell Young, Devika and Canwei (Steven) Pang
Association Partnerships: Hesara Weliwitiya
Assisted by: Yvonne Chen

Activities


Careers in Transport webinar was held jointly with AITPM YPN on Tuesday 11 August at 5:30 pm.
Event was successful with 80 attendees.



YITE members met recently with the Young Planners group. Discussed possibility of crosspromoting events.



YITE hosted a focus group as part of the ITE online Annual Meeting that discussed what works
across ITE for younger members.



Matthew Bennett is representing ITE-ANZ on the ITE young member committee.



A Virtual Student Leadership Summit (SLS) is scheduled for 19/20 February 2021 (USA time).
Matthew Bennett is involved on the organising committee and TEM and Uni of Canterbury will
get involved.

If you would like to be part of YITE, or have ideas of what you would like to see from YITE, do not
hesitate to reach out to Matt at matthew.bennett@aurecongroup.com.
For all general questions, enquiries and further information, please email YITE at:
iteanzsls18@gmail.com
Ruw Palapathwala and Matthew Bennett
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Monash Student Chapter Update
Who are we?
Transport Engineers at Monash (TEM) is a dedicated transport
engineering club for Monash Engineering students. We aim to bridge the
gap between students and the industry.

TEM Committee for 2020-2021
TEM is pleased to introduce and welcome the
new TEM committee of 2020/2021:
Congratulations to all the newly elected
committee members!!!
We would like to thank our departing 2019/2020
committee members who have worked ever so
hard during this difficult period. We wish you all
the best in the future!









President: Varsahe Manivasakan
Vice President: Steven Canwei Pang
Mentoring Program Coordinator, TEM ITE/AITPM liaison: Lauren Guiney
Secretary: Bishoy Abdelmesseh Yasser
Treasurer: John Qian.
Media and Communications officers: Sangheran Ramyen and Trung Tran
General rep: Danush Durairaj
Post-grad general rep: Angela Melisa Mejia Hernandez

ITE-ANZ/TEM Mentoring Program
The TEM mentoring program is up and going - about 20 pairs, mostly meeting on-line. The committee
sought feedback on how the program might be improved. Good constructive feedback has been
received. The TEM committee is planning a celebration for the end of the mentoring program in
February 2021 (avoiding the date of the Breakfast).
Sangheran Ramyen and Trung Tran
TEM Media & Communications Officers

The University of Melbourne
Nick Szwed has been in contact with staff at The University of Melbourne and reports that there are
people interested in forming a chapter once the COVID crisis is over. See President’s Report.
Nick Szwed and David Nash
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Deakin University
On 3 August 2020, Nick Szwed and David Nash met with Ashim Debnath, (Senior Lecturer
(Transportation Engineering), Course Director (Bachelor of Civil Engineering) and two students. The
proposed committee members for the ITE-ANZ student chapter are:






President: Sadia Afroza
Vice President: Viona Ngigi
Secretary: Parth Pandya
Treasurer: Layas Thapa
Committee members: Amila Wijayamunige, Kaushik Shilu
Nick Szwed and David Nash

University of Canterbury Student Chapter
Transportation 2020 Conference – Equity in Transportation

Date: 11 – 13 March 2020
Venue: Christchurch Town Hall, Christchurch, New Zeeland
ITE-ANZ was proud to sponsor the attendance of Neetha Maria Aji to
present at this conference.
Neetha presented a poster about the University of Canterbury ITE chapter
as well as taking the opportunity to network with other young
professionals and students.

Transportation Webinar
Date: 19 November 2020
UC-TRANSPORT held a “Transportation Webinar” online event to offer some insights about the
rewards and challenges associated with a career in the Transportation Engineering sector. This event
aimed to benefit students in considering Transport Engineering as a career path-way and promote
interest in ITE and the UC Chapter. The event was proudly supported by the ITE ANZ.
We heard presentations from two speakers from different transport consulting firms operating in New
Zealand and the USA, who shared their experience of working in this sector.


John Lieswyn, PTP, MET, BSc
Director, Senior Transport Planner
ViaStrada Ltd
Presentation –
“Transport Planning and Design”



Hassen Alwalie, MScEng
ITS Project Manager – Connected Vehicles
Danlaw Inc.
Presentation –
“Connected Vehicles and ITS Engineers”

While numbers were not huge, the webinar was very successful. It was interesting and interactive,
and the team received lots of positive feedback.
For those unable to attend here is a sharable link: UC Chapter Transportation Webinar 19 Nov 2020
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Future activities
The Chapter is planning a webinar on pavement research and traffic engineering. Dates have not been
decided as yet.
Roy Chowdhury and Dana Abudayyeh

ITE-ANZ COMMUNITY
This issue’s primary focus is on Australia and New Zealand’s responses to COVID-19, but we have not
forgotten other interesting issues.

New South Wales
Sydney Metro – Western Sydney Airport
Project website:
https://www.sydneymetro.info/westernsydneyairportline
Western Sydney Airport Metro EIS on public exhibition
The environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Sydney Metro - Western Sydney
Airport railway project was on public exhibition from September to December. In
total, 188 submissions were received during exhibition – (individuals – 127,
organisations – 41; and public authorities – 20).
For information on the EIS documents, submissions and amendments, visit:
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/project/25631.
Registration of Interest for Sydney Metro West tunnelling
A call for registrations of interest in September kicked off the tender process for the construction of
Sydney Metro – Western Sydney Airport. Prospective tenderers were invited to put forward their
interest in delivering 10 kilometres of twin metro railway tunnels. The tunnels will stretch from St
Marys to Orchard Hills and between the Airport and Aerotropolis.
The tunnels will form part of the new rail line which will connect Western Sydney Airport with the
city’s rail network at St Marys, via Orchard Hills and Luddenham. The rail line will become the
transport spine for the Western Parkland City. The new railway will link residential areas with job hubs
and connect travellers from the new airport with the rest of Sydney’s public transport network.
Western Parkland City Authority established
In July, Sydney’s Western City and Aerotropolis Authority merged with the Western Parkland City to
become the Western Parkland City Authority. The Western Parkland City Authority is being
established to assist the New South Wales Government in delivering a thriving Parkland City.
The decision follows the announcements of several other major developments in the Western Sydney
area, including the Sydney Metro to Western Sydney Airport, the CSIRO headquarters at the
Aerotropolis and the Western Sydney City Deal.
New South Wales Minister for Jobs, Investment, Tourism and Western Sydney, Stuart Ayres, said the
authority would be focused on integrated delivery across the Western Parkland City, including the
Aerotropolis. Media Release Hon Stuart Ayres - Western Parkland City Authority 22072020
More information: https://wpca.sydney/
Eric Ye and Sarah Zhang

ITE-ANZ Newsletter December 2020

Page 15 of 20

South Australia
Project updates
Keep an eye on the following Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure (DPTI) websites
for updates on current projects.


DTPI - Major Projects



DPTI - Public Transport Projects



DPTI - Road Projects:
Peter Doupé/Marianne Richards

Victoria
Victorian Tunnelling Centre at Holmesglen Institute

The newly completed Victorian Tunnelling Centre (VTC) will
train the next generation of workers not only for the Metro
Tunnel but all Victoria's major projects. The centre will offer
Certificates, Diplomas and safety-based training.
To provide trainees a ‘real life experience’, life-sized replicas
of the mined tunnel and Tunnel Boring Machine (TBM) have
been created as part of the training centre.
This new training centre has been modelled on London’s Tunnelling and Underground Construction
Academy (TUCA) – where more than 15,000 contractors and apprentices have trained. The facility
includes two multi-purpose engineering and technical workshops, virtual reality learning programs,
construction related simulators, a materials laboratory, and a learning resource centre.
To learn more, visit VTC website: https://holmesglen.edu.au/Industry/Victorian-Tunnelling-Centre/

Victoria’s Big Build – Project updates
Keep an eye on the following websites, as many of these projects will hit critical milestones in 20202022.


The Department of Transport (DoT) website provides a comprehensive list of ongoing and
scheduled projects.
Visit https://transport.vic.gov.au/our-transport-future/our-projects



Victoria’s Big Build infrastructure projects: https://bigbuild.vic.gov.au/projects.



Major Road Projects Victoria projects: https://roadprojects.vic.gov.au/



Level Crossing Removal Project: https://levelcrossings.vic.gov.au/



Public transport network/service project:
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/footer/about-ptv/improvements-and-projects/
Marianne Richards

ITE-ANZ Newsletter December 2020

Page 16 of 20

New Zealand
$3 billion infrastructure fund
On 1 July 2020, the New Zealand government announced a $3 billion infrastructure fund that will help
create more than 20,000 jobs post COVID -19.
The investment package included about $210 million for climate resilience and flood protection
projects, $155m for transformative energy projects, about $180m for large-scale construction projects
and $50m for enhanced regional digital connectivity.
How the $3 billion will be spent:


Housing and urban development: $464m



Environmental: $460m



Community and social development: $670m



Transport (cycleways, walkways, ports and roads): $708m

The projects were in addition to the previously announced $12b New Zealand Upgrade Programme
and existing Provincial Growth Fund investments.
Media article: https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/420216/covid-19-government-reveals-how-3binfrastructure-fund-will-be-spent

Speed limit changes around Auckland
On 30 June 2020, Auckland Transport (AT) introduced safer
speeds on more than 600 roads across Auckland. There are
now lower speed limits for Auckland’s City Centre, and on
some roads in the Rodney and Franklin Local Board areas.
Speed limits have been reduced on 660 km of roads. AT has
implemented 30 km/h speed limits in central city. Semi-rural
roads have had speed limits reduced from 80 to 60 km/h.
Visit AT’s Safe Speeds programme webpage for more
information and an interactive map showing affected roads.

National Policy Statement on Urban Development
The National Policy Statement on Urban Development 2020 (NPS-UD) came into effect on 20 August
2020. It aims to ensure that New Zealand’s towns and cities are well-functioning urban environments
that meet the changing needs of their diverse communities. It removes overly restrictive barriers to
development to allow growth ‘up’ and ‘out’ in locations that have good access to existing services,
public transport networks and infrastructure.
The NPS-UD is part of the urban planning pillar of the NZ Government’s Urban Growth Agenda (UGA).
To support productive and well-functioning cities, it is important that regional policy statements (RPSs)
and regional and district plans provide adequate opportunity for land development for business and
housing to meet community needs.
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Most of the NPS-UD’s provisions contribute to more competitive land markets in some form, but three
are key.






The intensification policies seek to improve land-use flexibility in the areas of highest demand –
areas with good access to the things people want and need, such as jobs and community
services, and good public transport services.
The responsive planning policy seeks to improve land-use flexibility generally by ensuring local
authorities have particular regard to plan changes that would add significantly to development
capacity as they arise.
The removal of minimum parking rates in district plans seeks to improve land-use flexibility in
urban environments. It will allow more housing and commercial developments, particularly in
higher density areas where people do not necessarily need a car to access jobs, services or
amenities. Developers will still provide car parking in many areas, and must still provide
accessible car parking, but the number of car parks will be driven by market demand.

The NPS-UD is also intended to:






improve accessibility for all people between housing, jobs, opportunities for social interaction,
services, and public open space, including by way of public and active transport
support reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.
provide direction on minimum requirements for local authorities in taking into account the
principles of the Treaty of Waitangi (te Tiriti o Waitangi) in relation to urban environments
improve the evidence used by decision-makers in planning decisions
ensure zones have provisions that individually and cumulatively support the purpose of the zone

Website: NZ Ministry for the Environment - NPS-UD

New Zealand Upgrade Programme
For on-going updates visit: NZTA New Zealand Upgrade Programme

David Mitchell/Ben Thomson

ACT, NT, QLD, TAS and WA
Looking for correspondents
We are looking for correspondents from other jurisdictions to let everyone know what is happening.
If you can help out, please contact us via the contact details at the end of this newsletter.

Marianne Richards
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DID YOU KNOW THE ANSWERS?
Where in the world?
This edition’s photograph was taken a couple of years
ago by Nick Szwed on the northern coast of Sicily, near
the town of Castelbuono.

The spectacular A20 Autostrada with high bridges, long tunnels and
incredible scenery between Messina and Palermo make this road a
great drive through Sicily.
Using Google Street View just south and north of Nick’s photograph, you can see the triple layers of
the road network.

Do you have a photograph to share?
We are always happy to receive transport themed photographs from your travels. If you would like
to share your photograph, please send it to secretary@ite.org.au

Class of 1970
We identified Nick Szwed as a member of the Class of 1970, but how many of you picked Andrew
O’Brien as the other handsome lad?
Marianne Richards
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WEBMASTER
Read something interesting lately that you would like to share with the wider transportation
community?
Arash Fatemi is the new ITE-ANZ webmaster and he is eager to share high quality and interesting news
via the ITE-ANZ website. If you find something worth sharing, or would like to make an original
contribution, email Arash at: iteanz.monash@gmail.com
Arash Fatemi

MEMBERSHIP
As a member of ITE, you join a dynamic, interactive group of more than 17,000 transportation
professionals spanning more than 90 countries dedicated to solving today’s transport challenges. Join
ITE to increase your professional marketability and stand out from the crowd. ITE provides a wealth
of resources for the transport professional.


Did you know that individual membership with ITE costs only US$210 a year?



For students, membership is free in the first year and then only $30 per year!



Young Members up to age of 30 now also receive reduced dues.

We would like to have more young people on our ITE-ANZ management committee, so why not join
the ITE and then consider coming onto the committee! Further details of dues for young professionals
can be found at this webpage - Students and Young Professionals
The general rule for ITE membership is as follows. To be eligible for admission or transfer to the grade
of Member, an applicant:
1. Shall be a graduate from a transportation related program at a school of recognized standing; or
2. If not a graduate from a school of recognized standing shall have five years of professional
experience in transportation engineering or a transportation-related field.
You can join up directly online through this webpage - ITE Membership.

ITE-ANZ NEWSLETTER CONTACTS
If you would like to contribute something of interest to transport professionals in a future newsletter,
please send it to secretary@ite.org.au.
If you do not wish to receive future newsletters, send an email with the subject “Unsubscribe
Newsletter” to secretary@ite.org.au
Registered Office:

ITE Australia & New Zealand Inc.
PO Box 3016
AUBURN, VICTORIA, 3123
AUSTRALIA

ITE-ANZ Secretary:

David Nash

Telephone:

0400 395 132

Email:

secretary@ite.org.au

Website:

www.ite.org.au

Newsletter editor:

Marianne Richards
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