ITE-ANZ NEWSLETTER Q1 2020
WHERE IN THE WORLD?
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Australia’s 2019/2020 Bushfires
Bushfires are a natural part of the Australian landscape. Many of our plants need bushfires to
regenerate, and many have adapted to the harsh conditions our climate delivers. With such a vast
country, just as the landscape changes from place to place, so too does the bushfire risk and the timing
of the bushfire seasons.
Australians are familiar with the Forest Fire Danger Index (FFDI) sign on
roadsides across the country that show the level of fire danger on a given
day. The index combines a measure of vegetation dryness with the weather
factors characterising ‘fire weather’ - air temperature, wind speed and
humidity.

The bushfires experienced in the 2019-20 season have so far burned more than 10 million hectares of
land in southern Australia, greater than the combined area burned in the Black Saturday 2009 and Ash
Wednesday 1983 bushfires.
The effects have been widespread, from destroyed homes and businesses, biodiversity impacts for
many years to come and compromised air quality that was at times rated amongst the worst in the
world. Sadly, there were 34 fatalities, including the death of the three American crew members on
board a Lockheed C-130 Hercules air tanker that crashed near Cooma (NSW) while water bombing a
blaze.
With people forced to flee from the fires and fallen trees blocked roads making it potentially difficult
to reach cut-off populations, some were stranded for days. With roads impassable, the military
deployed ships and aircraft to bring supplies and evacuate people from fire-devastated areas,
particularly at Mallacoota in eastern Victoria.
Our transport networks and infrastructure were not immune to the impacts of bushfires.







The closure of key national highways affected supply chains and travellers over the summer. The
Princes Highway, Pacific Highway, Monaro Highway and Kings Highway closures constrained travel
in New South Wales and Victoria. The only sealed road connecting Western Australia and South
Australia — the Eyre Highway — was also closed for 12 days over the New Year period, trapping
trucks and travellers on either side of the Nullarbor Plain.
Rail services were closed or restricted though the Blue Mountains (NSW).
Port of Eden (NSW) operations were affected by fires at an adjacent timber mill and cruise ship
visits were diverted.
Fires also affected airport operations at Canberra, Port Macquarie (NSW) and Mt Hotham (Dinner
Plain) (VIC).
Sealink Ferries in South Australia provided access to Kangaroo Island for firefighting teams and
appliances.

ITE-ANZ acknowledges the incredible response from all walks of life and, particularly, Australian and
overseas emergency and humanitarian teams. Many people regularly put themselves at risk to protect
lives and property. This generosity of human spirit has seen its own tragedies, as well as being a
healing salve to the stories of pain and loss. The levels of local and international support demonstrate
just how connected we are.
Marianne Richards, Editor
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Empty Words (Mostly)
The government and employees all talk about the importance of Sustainable or Active Transport but
it seems to me they are mostly empty words. Let’s look at some recent examples.

Swan Street Bridge
The $30m Swan St Bridge widening project inexplicably
failed to fix the sub-standard shared path underpasses at
the Yarra River. Many words have been written but a
picture tells all – a horrible pinch point on one of the
premier trails.

Chandler Highway Bridge
More recently there is the $110m Chandler Highway Bridge project. Instead of building a direct
connection from the underpass to the existing Yarra Trail as proposed in the published material, a
shorter substandard connection was built which shares road space with vehicles.

2.
1.

Right angle conflict point on the road to Guide Dogs Victoria.
(Looking west across the upgraded intersection of Chandler Highway and Yarra Boulevard)

1. Example of how cyclists are tangling as they try
to cut the corner.
(Looking south across Guide Dogs Victoria’s car
park)
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2. Cars are sharing the same pavement.
There is nothing to stop cars driving straight
down the Yarra Trail.
(Vehicle at Guide Dogs Victoria entrance)
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North East Link
The most extraordinary example is the $16 billion North East Link project. Cyclists will have to contend
with about 10 sets of signals along this massive new piece of infrastructure.
All of these projects could have proper cycling facilities at a relatively insignificant addition to the
project cost. I also wonder if the people who are designing these projects understand or have any
empathy with cycling.

West Gate Tunnel
The exception, that proves the point, is the West Gate Tunnel project. It will provide (according to
published material, but can we believe it?) a 2.5km cycling highway.
“A new 2.5 kilometre elevated veloway will give cyclists an express journey completely
separated from traffic, making this route quicker and safer.”

The Trolley Problem
There has been a lot of research and a lot has been written about the Trolley Problem as a general
ethical conundrum and, in recent years, it has been applied to autonomous vehicles.
If you look up the Trolley Problem for Autonomous Vehicles, you’ll find a lot of discussion about this
ethical problem for AI developers.
To put it succinctly, it goes something like this. An autonomous vehicle finds it is suddenly heading for
a crowd of people but it is travelling too fast to stop. It will kill several people if it doesn’t swerve
suddenly. If it swerves suddenly it will kill the lone occupant. What should it do?
If you were the AI developer, what would you design the car to do?
I’d be interested in your view of this problem if you’ve thought about it. Write to president@ite.org.au
More on this in the next newsletter.

Nick Szwed
ITE-ANZ President
president@ite.org.au

NEW MEMBERS
ITE-ANZ is pleased to welcome the following new members who have recently joined ITE










Ahmed Al-Hasani, Senior Project Integration Engineer, VicRoads, Victoria
Benjamin Bruce-Tennant, Student, Swinburne University of Technology, Victoria
Dane Hartog-Burnett, Student, Swinburne University of Technology, Victoria
Abu Sayem Chowdhury, Senior Project Co-ordinator, Transport Canberra & City Services (TCCS),
Australian Capital Territory
Anjula Gurung, Student, Victoria University, Victoria
Annelise Irvine, Student, Swinburne University of Technology, Victoria
Muhan Luo, Student, University of Auckland, New Zealand
Aaron John Tomlins, Student, University of New South Wales, NSW
Madison Rose Salter, Harrison Grierson, Auckland, New Zealand
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ITE GLOBAL DISTRICT
ITE Global District Director’s Report – January 2020
I would like to begin my first report as Global District Director by thanking my predecessor Don
McKenzie for successfully fulfilling the role over the past five years and ensuring the global district,
and more specifically the ANZ section, was well represented during ITE International Board
discussions.
Don finishes his tenure as an extremely well-respected member of the International Board, and I have
a big task ahead to continue in his footsteps. It is my aim to build upon Don’s legacy and further
strengthen the relationships between the ITE-ANZ section and ITE HQ.
Additionally, in my first year I want to focus on how ITE’s various technical councils may become more
relevant to members within the global district. Whilst many of us may have simply ticked a box for a
specific council of interest when signing up or paying membership dues, I am aware many of us are
not utilising the technical councils to their full potential.
This could be due to any number of reasons, including time differences and geographical distances.
However, I’ve had discussions with Jason Crawford (Chair) and Eric Rensel (Vice Chair) of ITE’s
Coordinating Council, who are leading a reform/review of the technical councils and they are very
interested to identify how the existing councils (or potential new councils) could benefit global district
members.
For further information regarding the technical councils and how you may become involved please
visit: https://www.ite.org/technical-resources/councils/
If you have any suggestions or ideas on the (global) member experience with the various ITE Technical
Councils or how they may be made more relevant to the global district, please feel free to reach out
to me to discuss at dprzyc@cgd.vic.gov.au .
Now onto some of the happenings from the Global District over past few months:

ITE International Board’s Strategic Plan
ITE-ANZ Section Board members Laura Aston and Don McKenzie continue to assist with the refresh of
the ITE Strategic Plan, which is being facilitated by Past ITE International President Shawn Leight. The
Strategic Plan committee met in Washington DC in January and discussed the three key opportunity
areas of Membership, Institutional Sustainability and Technical Knowledge. For further details I
encourage you to reach out to either Laura or Don, who may be able to provide further details.

Next International Board of Direction Meeting
Our next meeting of the International Board of Direction is being held in Baltimore, Maryland on 18 –
19 April 2020. If you would like me to raise any matters at this meeting, please let me know before I
leave on 14 April 2020.

Western District Meeting: 28 June – 1 July 2020 … in Hawaii!
Don McKenzie, myself and Cathy Leong (Director from ITE Western District) are encouraging all Global
District and ITE-ANZ Section members to join the Western District at their annual meeting being held
“close” to home in Hawaii between (28 June – 1 July). This is probably the best and closest opportunity
to join with some of our other ITE Districts in seeing what an Annual Meeting looks and feels like.
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Don has advised the Western District meeting is always a very enjoyable event with a lot of social and
networking opportunity. For further details, please see https://www.westernite.org/annualmeeting/

ITE Annual Meeting: 2 – 5 August 2020 in New Orleans
Planning for the 2020 ITE Annual Meeting in New Orleans, Louisiana (2 – 5 August 2020) is well
underway. For further information, please visit: https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/joint-iteinternational-and-southern-district-annual-meeting-and-exhibit/

Should you wish to discuss any of the above in greater detail or have other matters you would like me
to be aware of or raise at the ITE International Board meetings, please feel free to reach out to me at
dprzyc@cgd.vic.gov.au.

Daniel Przychodzki, ITE Global District Director
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ITE HEAD QUARTERS
Registration Open for Joint ITE and Southern District Annual Meeting
and Exhibit:
Take a break from your winter and join the ITE Board of Direction, staff, and more than 1,500
transportation professionals in New Orleans this August. Between a rich technical program and array
of networking opportunities, it is worth making the trip!

Celebrating ITE Members Promoting STEM Activities:
The February issue of ITE Journal honours ITE members promoting and encouraging STEM-related
activities. ITE is interested in hearing from any ITE-ANZ members who are hosting like activities.
In the United States, ITE promotes these activities during the annual National Engineers Week.
The theme for the 2020 National Engineers Week is Pioneers of Progress (16 – 22 February 2020). It
is a week to celebrate how engineers make a difference in our world and to increase public dialogue
about the need for engineers. In previous years, ITE members have submitted blog posts on a variety
of topics related to transport engineering. Would you be willing to share your thoughts on:




the critical roles that transport engineers play in creating liveable and safe communities;
why diversity is important in this profession; and/or
how you decided to become a transport engineer?

These will be posted on ITE Community as well as on ITE social media channels
Please reach out to Pam Goodell (pgoodell@ite.org).

Editor’s note:
Globally, there is no common date for celebration of engineers. In Australia and New Zealand, events
are often tied to other national initiatives, e.g. National Science Week, or significant conferences. If
you have or are planning STEM-related material/activities, even if it is not ready for 16 – 22 February,
please contact Pam Goodell
Laura Aston has submitted an excellent article. Watch out for it in print or on-line.

Honour the Best and Brightest:
ITE is seeking award nominations in a number of categories including District Innovation Award,
Section/Chapter Momentum Award, and Outstanding Section/Chapter Award. Deadlines are coming
up quickly. For more information, click here.
Colleen Agan

2020 ITE International Board Candidate Voting
2020 Candidates for International Board
The ITE Nominating Committee has nominated the following candidates for the offices of International
President and International Vice President for 2021. Please review the qualifications of each candidate
below.
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For International President
-

Alyssa A. Reynolds Rodriguez, P.E., PTOE (F)
Assistant Director, Public Works
City of Henderson Nevada
Henderson, Nevada, USA

For International Vice President
-

-

Jason A. Crawford, P.E. (F)
Division Head
Texas A&M Transportation Institute
Arlington, TX, USA
Beverly Thompson Kuhn, Ph.D., P.E., PMP (F)
Division Head | Senior Research Engineer
Texas A&M Transportation Institute
College Station, Texas, USA

Important Dates



January ITE Journal – candidate bios and general information about the election
12 February 2020
-



13 March 2020
-



Election ballot opens at 12:00 noon Eastern Time (USA).
If you did not receive an email with a personalised link, please email survey@ite.org.
Election ballot closes 12:00 noon Eastern Time (USA)

16 March 2020
-

Vice-President Announced

2020 VP Candidate Interviews
Prospective International VP Candidate Packet
ITE Website:
https://www.ite.org/about-ite/2020-candidates-for-international-board/
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UPCOMING ITE-ANZ EVENTS
Annual Breakfast Meeting
Date: Thursday, 27 February 2020
Time: 7:15 to 9:00 am
Venue: RACV City Club, 501 Bourke St, Melbourne
The special guest speaker for 2020 will be Robyn Seymour, Deputy
Secretary, Network Planning and Head of Road Safety Victoria,
Department of Transport.
We had previously arranged for The Hon. Jaala Pulford MLC, Victorian
Minister for Roads and Road Safety, to be our guest speaker.
Unfortunately, the Minister has had to decline due to a meeting of
Ministers, called by the Premier, to be held in bushfire-affected areas of
Gippsland on this date.
Robyn will talk about important transport policies for roads and road safety.
The Breakfast Meeting is SOLD OUT. It will be a great opportunity to socialise with leaders in the
profession from government, private companies and academia.
During this event, awards will be granted for:




SIDRA SOLUTIONS Postgraduate Award
Undergraduate Student Award
Transport Sustainability Award

The Breakfast Meeting will be followed by the ITE-ANZ Annual General Meeting.
The Breakfast is hosted by ITE-ANZ and the Transport Australia society and is proudly sponsored by
RACV.
This event is proudly sponsored by:

Nick Szwed, ITE-ANZ President
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RECENT ITE-ANZ EVENTS
Visit by ITE Headquarters
We welcomed three senior visitors from ITE headquarters in Washington
DC who were in Melbourne from Monday 21st to Wednesday 23rd
October.




Jeff Lindley, ITE Chief Technical Officer
Jeff Paniati, ITE Chief Executive Officer
Bruce Belmore, ITE International President

The group met with Prof. John Stanley and Michel Masson, CEO, Infrastructure Victoria.
The group visited Monash University where Prof. Geoff Rose (left with
students), Riddhi and Jey (current and past TEM Presidents) spoke. The
group then went on to NZ for more meetings and a conference.
The visitors were very impressed with the students they met in both
Melbourne and New Zealand.

Our visitors took the opportunity to meet with ITE-ANZ Board and key members in Melbourne and
New Zealand – socially as well as during on-site visits

October Seminar and Networking Event
Are Models becoming smarter than Modellers?
Date:
Tuesday 22 October 2019
Time:
4:45 pm
Venue: Room 2.02 (ground level), Interactive Lecture Theatre, Building 80, RMIT University
Models in software applications are becoming increasingly more sophisticated.
Artificial Intelligence is becoming visible in all areas of our lives. Is this making
modellers smarter or are they being left behind? How is all this affecting the
use of models, interpreting outputs, dealing with uncertainties and translating
model outputs into practical solutions?
At this special event, we heard technical presentations by Dr Rahmi Akçelik
(SIDRA SOLUTIONS) and Reece Humphreys (GTA Consultants).
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Bruce Belmore, ITE International President, and Jeff Paniati,
ITE Chief Executive Officer, gave presentations outlining
current ITE initiatives.

The event was kindly sponsored by SIDRA SOLUTIONS.

International Conference on Transport & Health – ICTH 2019-Melbourne
Date:
4 – 8 November 2019
Venue: Pullman Melbourne on the Park, Melbourne, Australia

Smart Cities. Disruptive Mobility. Healthy People
ITE is involved with the International Professional Association for Transport & Health (IPATH) through
the ITE Transportation and Health Task Force steering committee.
ICTH 2019-Melbourne aimed to provide valuable insights into the health impacts of technological
disruptions in transport and urban planning, governance, strategic and policy decision-making,
performance tools and the potential return on investment of a dynamic system. The conference
presentations highlighted emerging issues of smart cities and disruptive mobility and the impacts of
transport (and urban/rural) planning and design on quality of life, health and well-being in
communities.
Nick Szwed, Marianne Richards, Ken Hall and David Nash attended this conference.
Nick hosted a Keynote Address session, which included:


Keynote Address: Could smart research ensure we have healthy people in disrupted cities?
Co-presented by Distinguished Professor Billie Giles-Corti, (Director, Urban Futures Enabling
Capacity Platform, RMIT University) and Dr Rhys Jones, (Senior Lecturer, Maori Health at Te
Kupenga Hauora Maori, University of Auckland); and



Welcome Address: Welcome to the most liveable city
Presented by Cr Nicolas Frances Gilley, City of Melbourne, and Chair of the council’s Transport
Portfolio and Aboriginal City Portfolio.

Marianne Richards presented the ITE Award to Melody Smith from The
University of Auckland, New Zealand, for her research paper, The
Pathway to Behaviour Change: Preliminary Findings from Te Ara Mua –
Future Streets.
ICTH 2019-Melbourne abstracts are now published on-line free of charge
in the Journal of Transport & Health, Vol. 14 Supplemental Issue. If you
would like a PDF copy of the full Supplemental Issue, click HERE to download.
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President's Dinner 2019
Date:
Tuesday, 19 November 2019
Time:
Drinks from 7:00 pm, Dinner at 7:30 pm
Venue: Kew Golf Club, 120 Belford Road, East Kew
The special guest speaker was Mr Paul Younis – Secretary, Victorian
Department of Transport. Paul leads a team of more than 4000 people who
are planning, building and operating an integrated transport system for
Australia’s fastest growing state. Paul talked about how transport is not just
about moving people. It’s about creating better places and providing simple,
connected journeys.
The Department is overseeing a record investment in infrastructure – more
than $70 billion in projects that are live or in planning – but it is also working hard to get the most out
of existing assets and to meet community expectations.
The following awards were announced by Nick Szwed, President, at the Dinner and presented by
Matthew Bennett, President, Young ITE.
Transport Sustainability
(2 awards*)

Emerging Transport
Professional

Award for Excellence

1. City of Darebin
Accepted by Jennifer McIntyre

Viseth Uch
Department of Transport

Dana Abudayyeh
University of Christchurch

*2. Active City –

This award will be presented at the 2020
Annual Breakfast

Contribution to the Transport Profession
Surprising no one except Andrew O’Brien, Nick Szwed announced
this special award to Andrew in recognition of his contribution to
the transport profession generally as well as to ITE globally.

The dinner was proudly sponsored
by SIDRA SOLUTIONS

Marianne Richards
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FUTURE ITE TRANSPORT EVENTS FOR 2019-2020
ITE Canada/QUAD Joint Annual Conference: 24 – 27 May 2020 in
Vancouver
The Canadian District of ITE and the Greater Vancouver Section welcome
you to attend the CITE/QUAD Joint 2020 Annual Conference to be held
May 24–27 in beautiful Vancouver, British Columbia. QUAD is an annual
conference held for transportation professionals from British Columbia,
Washington, Oregon and beyond. Bringing together CITE and QUAD offers
our members a chance to connect with the broader Pacific Northwest transportation community.

Conference Program
CITE/QUAD 2020 will offer the high quality technical program our delegates have come to expect.
With 159 abstracts received, we'll fill a four-track program with presentations, workshops, panels and
other engaging sessions.
The ever-popular technical tours will cover a range of modes and projects in the Greater Vancouver
area.
Returning and new attendees alike will look forward to the special & social events that make our
event one to remember like the Traffic Bowl, Street Hockey Challenge, Student Mixer, and Annual
Banquet. Notably, this year's banquet will be a quintessential Vancouver experience: a three-hour
sunset dinner cruise around the inner harbour, English Bay and False Creek. This will be a great event
to bring a partner along!

Hotel & Registration
Our venue and official hotel, the Sheraton Wall Centre, is nestled in the heart of downtown Vancouver.
Just a short distance from waterfront parks and paths and a bustling shopping and dining scene, the
Wall Centre serves as the perfect hub. Discounted room rates available.
With a quality technical program, exciting technical tours, and fun social activities and special events,
CITE/QUAD 2020 is not to be missed!
Early bird registration will open in February—keep an eye on your inbox and our website
(conference.cite7.org) plus follow us on Twitter #CITE2020QUAD for updates.

Technical Tour Preview
Prepare to join some exciting technical tours at CITE/QUAD 2020. Tours will be by foot, bike, and
transit, ensuring there is an option for everyone to enjoy. Here's a sampling of what's waiting for you
in Vancouver:

Cycling Facilities
Vancouver’s biking infrastructure is among North America’s best. The city offers 325 km of bike lanes,
one quarter of which are high-quality routes appropriate for cyclists of all ages and abilities. These
facilities are supported by bike-friendly traffic signalization and protected intersections that now exist
at several locations. Vancouver’s cycling network will be showcased in a two-hour tour to be offered
repeatedly over the course of the conference. It will be guided by City of Vancouver staff who will
provide an insider’s account of the history and context surrounding the facilities presented.
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Regional Transportation Management Centre
The British Columbia provincial government opened the Regional Transportation Management Centre
(TMCBC) in Coquitlam in 2013 to serve as the province’s nerve centre for road conditions and traffic
information. Fed by 750 cameras strategically placed on highways across the province, the TMCBC
provides information to motorists by way of dynamic message signs. The Variable Speed Limit Sign
system gathers traffic and weather data, adjusting speed limits to reflect road conditions and
congestion ahead. These and other features will be demonstrated by TMCBC staff.

SeaBus
Not many cities in Canada count ocean-going vessels among their transit fleet. The SeaBus crosses
the Burrard Inlet six times per hour in each direction at peak times, making it an essential link between
downtown Vancouver and North Vancouver. On this tour, participants will ride the SeaBus and visit
the multimodal transportation hubs at each terminus of its route. It will be hosted by the Coast
Mountain Bus Company, the authority that operates both the SeaBus and the transit bus fleet that
serves British Columbia’s Lower Mainland.
Sign up for one of these and other tours and events when you register for CITE/QUAD 2020!

Sponsor & Exhibit
Conference sponsorship and exhibition offers you a unique platform to connect with leading decisionmakers in the industry and practicing transportation professionals. Some opportunities are sold out,
but with options still available at most levels, you're sure to find an opportunity that connects your
business goals to CITE/QUAD 2020.
Evonne Donaher
Communications Coordinator
Canadian Institute of Transportation Engineers

ITE Western District Annual Meeting: 28 June – 1 July 2020 in Hawaii
REGISTER NOW FOR THE 2020 JOINT WESTERN &
MOUNTAIN DISTRICTS ANNUAL MEETING IN
HAWAII
As noted in the Global District Report (see Page 4),
Daniel Przychodzki and Don McKenzie are encouraging
Australian and New Zealand Section members to attend the 2020 Annual Meeting in Hawaii from
28 June – 1 July 2020 at the Hilton Hawaiian Village in Honolulu.
Not only are these dates are perfect for that early winter getaway, but they also coincide with the
university mid-year/end of Semester 1 breaks for Australian and New Zealand universities.
The transport industry continues to go through a transformative period that involves many challenges
as well as opportunities, including equitability, connected and autonomous vehicles, sustainable and
resilient transport infrastructure, traffic congestion, active transport infrastructure and programs,
Vision Zero safety initiatives and projects, traffic operations and continuing deterioration of existing
transportation infrastructure.
The technical program will include approximately eight Technical Session periods consisting of three
sessions or discussions and up to four presentations in each session. The program may also include a
technical poster session and roundtable discussions. These sessions will be supplemented by technical
tours highlighting transport projects in the Honolulu area.
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We received over 200 abstracts and are looking forward to a stellar technical program which should
be available in early March. Discounted early registration for members will only be available until the
end of February so don’t delay and register today! Here are some highlights from our program:







Keynote Speaker: Gibran Haji-Chikh has more than 22 years of experience in the planning, design,
and delivery of transit systems and has recently been working on how disruptive technologies and
services (including automated vehicles, Smart City infrastructure, and Mobility as a Service [MaaS]
strategies) may affect operations and capital programs.
Workshops: 3 workshops are planned for Sunday, June 28th, that focus of Networking for ITS,
Signal Timing, and TSMO Workforce development.
Technical Tours: 2 technical tours are planned during the meeting allowing attendees to explore
Honolulu’s bike infrastructure or get a look at the City and County of Honolulu’s new Joint Traffic
Management Center.
Student/YP Program: Events geared for students and young professionals are scheduled
throughout the conference!

In addition, our Exhibit Hall is already more than half full with new exhibitors signing up every day.
Early registration for booths has ended so go online today and register for a booth before they are all
gone! In whatever way you decide to participate in our meeting, we look forward to seeing you all in
Hawaii in June!

Further Information
The website is already up! You can now register and even book your hotel room! Also, sponsor
information and exhibitor information are available.
Cathy A. Leong, P.E.
ITE Western District International Director

2020 Annual Meeting and Exhibition, New Orleans, Louisiana, U.S.A.
9 – 12 August 2020
Planning for the 2020 ITE Annual Meeting in New Orleans, Louisiana, is well
underway.
The program will soon be released.
2020 is the 90th Anniversary of ITE.
This year’s theme – Celebrating the Past: Shaping the Future – celebrates both the history of where
we've been as a profession and sets the stage for the next century of transport.
Further updates will be included in future newsletters and emails.
See: https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/joint-ite-international-and-southern-district-annualmeeting-and-exhibit/
Marianne Richards
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ITE-ANZ COMMUNITY
New South Wales
A fast rail future for NSW
Since December 2018, Transport for NSW has been exploring Fast Rail connectivity of regional towns
to metropolitan Sydney. This initiative will unlock economic capacity and population growth for
regional NSW, and provide education and job accessibility in regional NSW. Visit these links for more
information:




https://www.nsw.gov.au/improving-nsw/projects-and-initiatives/a-fast-rail-future-for-nsw/
https://static.nsw.gov.au/nsw-gov-au/1543819618/A-Fast-Rail-Future-for-NSW.pdf
https://www.buildsydney.com/nsw-high-speed-rail/

Mobile phone detection cameras in NSW
Following on from the 6-month trial, the NSW Government officially switched on its mobile phone
detection cameras throughout the state starting 1 December 2019. The cameras feature in both fixed
and transportable trailer form and operate both day and night in all weather conditions. The system
uses AI to automatically review and detect offending drivers with human personnel to verify images
thereafter. Warning letters will be issued for the first three months, with the typical penalty instated
following this for offenders. Read more about it at the Transport for NSW Centre for Road Safety.

Light Rail
On 14 December 2019, NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian and Transport Minister Andrew Constance
officially opened light rail services from Circular Quay to Randwick. Light rail has taken passengers
down George Street for the first time in 61 years. Visit:
-

https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/media-releases/light-rail-opens-heartof-sydney

Digital Opal card pilot
Transport for NSW has announced plans to pilot a new digital version of the Opal transit card to enable
travellers to pay for all modes of transport, whether it be light rail, bus, on-demand services, taxi, or
Uber, using their phone. The digital card will be linked to Opal Connect, a payment platform launched
by Transport for NSW in October 2019 to consolidate all transport-related payments. This platform is
seen as the foundation for the potential for a Netflix-style subscription service for transport whereby
users pay weekly or monthly fees for a range of transport services. Visit the following links:



Opal website: https://www.opal.com.au/en/about-opal/contactless-payments-trial/
Transport for NSW website:
-




https://transportnsw.info/tickets-opal/opal/contactless-payments
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/media-releases/transport-customersto-trial-new-digital-opal-card

Transport for NSW to pilot digital Opal card, NFCW: Transit Ticketing Today, 6 January 2020: here
NSW wants Netflix-style subscriptions for transport, Australian Financial Review, 13 June 2019:
here (subscriber access only)
Eric Ye and Sarah Zhang
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South Australia
South Australia’s Tour Down Under
For those who have not heard of the Santos Tour Down
Under (TDU), as they say in the classics ‘You’ve got to get out
more’!
First held in 1999, the TDU has grown to enormous
proportions, attracting local, interstate and international
visitors, year in and year out.
The Santos Tour Down Under is the first event on the UCI
WorldTour road cycling calendar and takes place each
January.
The UCI WorldTour is the competition that the highest level of world cycling, and the Santos Tour
Down Under is the first event in the southern hemisphere to be elevated to this level. Both men’s
(Opening CBD circuit stage and 6 road stages) and women’s (4 road stages) racing takes place
It is not only a world-class, international event but an 11-day
festival celebrating all things cycling and the state of South
Australia. The Santos Tour Down Under offers something for
everyone.
The TDU runs from 16 to 26 January, with the last stage of the
great race finishing on Willunga Hill, with other stages
finishing in Murray Bridge, Victor Harbor, Paracombe and
Stirling.
In terms of economic benefit for South Australia, in 2019 the
Santos Tour Down Under generated a record over $70 million in economic benefit for South Australia.
The event created over 800 full time equivalent jobs.
Also in 2019, the Santos Tour Down Under attracted 805,000
spectators and a record 48,000 event-specific visitors. Eventspecific visitors are those visitors who have travelled to South
Australia from interstate and overseas specifically to attend
the Santos Tour Down Under.
If you are into cycling in some way shape or form, then the
Tour Down Under offers something for you.
Whether it be to ride to the various stages and to see the pros
in action, or to see the latest tech offerings from bicycle
manufacturers, or smaller scale bespoke frame and bicycle builders, or the latest trends in bicycle
clothing, helmets, wheels and sunnies.
For reports, videos and images of the 2020 TDU visit: https://tourdownunder.com.au/
Peter Doupé
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Victoria
“Looking Back and Going Forward: The Melbourne Transport Plan 50 Years On”
On 12 December 2019, the RMIT Centre for Urban Research hosted an evening as part of “Talking
Transport” series with Melbourne transport experts looking at how our city is still shaped by the 1969
Transportation Plan and where to from here.
December 2019 marked 50 years since the adoption of the 1969 Melbourne Transportation Plan.
The 1969 plan promised many things including a free-flowing network of new freeways and rail
services every five minutes with no more than 20 per cent of passengers standing.
Yet today, congestion and overcrowding occur throughout the metropolitan area on all transport
modes and public debates about Melbourne’s development and public sector’s planning role in
shaping this future has intensified, with new evidence and issues at stake. The negative environmental
and social effects of car-based planning are now well-established along with humanity’s role in climate
change.
The event featured speakers discussing the history, present challenges and the future outlook for
transport planning in Melbourne. Helen Rowe, RMIT University, introduced speakers:





Distinguished Professor Graeme Davison – Monash University
Professor Graham Currie – Monash University
Liam Davies – PhD RMIT University
Gerry McLoughlin – Vice-President, Inner Melbourne Planning Alliance and PhD candidate,
Swinburne University of Technology

The audience was delighted to see and hear the thoughts of four members of the original study team
present – D. J (Joe) Delaney, W. H. (Bill) Saggers, David Ferguson and R J (Bob) Evans. Sadly, the tram
specialist, C L (Louis) Fouvy, and rail specialist, Dr Ieuan Richards, had passed away in recent years,
but would have had a word or two to say about lessons that should have been learnt by now.

2019 Ogden Transport Lecture - Update
The 2019 Ogden Transport Lecture “50 Years On: Transport Challenges and Opportunities, Looking
Back and Looking Forward” was held on Tuesday, 24 September 2019 at the Melbourne Museum.
Panel Members
-

Sir Rod Eddington AO FTSE, JP Morgan
Jim Betts, Secretary, Department of Planning and Industry, NSW
Romilly Madew AO, CEO, Infrastructure Australia

The audio files of the Panel Discussion are now available to view at the following website:
-

https://www.monash.edu/engineering/its/ogden-transport-lecture

Shared electric bike scheme trail
A fleet of bright red electric bikes run by international company, Jump, and ride-share company Uber
will hit Melbourne's streets in March 2020. Jump has signed an agreement with Melbourne, Yarra and
Port Phillip councils to trial the city's first dockless e-bike scheme.
The councils hope the scheme will salvage the reputation of shared bike schemes. The move follows
the disastrous oBike scheme in Melbourne, which saw the yellow share bikes being ditched on
footpaths or dumped in the Yarra and, more recently, the removal of Melbourne's blue bikes.
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Around 400 Jump bikes – which are operated via the Uber app – are to be made available for hire in a
one-year pilot scheme across the three councils. Under the agreement between Jump and the
councils:



e-bikes will be gradually introduced, unlike the estimated 3000 oBikes that appeared virtually
overnight on Melbourne's streets in 2017, without the permission of local councils
parking guidelines to ensure that footpaths are kept clear, bikes parked a minimum 1.5 metres
from properties and the cable lock used to securely park the bike.

The e-bikes will be serviced and maintained by Good Cycles, a Melbourne-based social enterprise.
Those vouching for the scheme's success say that having a local operator running the bikes will make
them easier to track and service. Geo-fencing technology will show where each bike is parked. Cyclists
trying to park the bikes in undesirable locations will receive a notification on the Uber app and will be
fined $15 if they ignore this. These fines will not be enforced by councils.
However, the RACV said an overarching, consistent set of rules was needed for bike share schemes to
ensure that different councils did not enter conflicting agreements with dockless bike operators. The
RACV wants to see the state and local councils working together to properly implement these share
schemes to alleviate rider confusion and ensure a consistent operating standards across the state.
Jump has reportedly deployed more than 14,000 bikes in 30 cities and is likely to enter other Australian
cities over the next 12 months. However, the scheme's rollout has faced setbacks overseas. Last year,
the bikes were pulled from four US cities in the wake of rising concerns that shared bikes and scooters
were creating clutter and causing public safety concerns, leading to beefed up regulations.
Port Phillip and Moreland councils have joined the RACV in calling on the state government to legalise
electric-powered scooters. Port Phillip council voted to support an e-scooter trial over the summer
period but has not been able to go ahead with it due to regulatory barriers.

Port of Melbourne - Port Rail Transformation Project
The Port of Melbourne has announced a rail solution to meet the
needs of a growing port, and to reduce truck movements in
Melbourne’s inner western suburbs. The Port Rail Transformation
Project (PRTP) will see more containers moved by rail more
efficiently, by-passing roads in inner Melbourne. The project will
increase rail terminal capacity and improve rail terminal operations.
For more than a decade, industry has been seeking a rail solution in
Victoria. In a competitive ports market, it is critical to provide both
road and rail freight movements to meet industry demands for
increased transparency in rail access arrangements, better access
and more capacity.
Moving freight by rail can move far more containers in a single trip
than trucks can. For example, a 600 metre long train can carry 84
Twenty-Foot Containers (TEU) compared with a B-Double truck
which has an average capacity of three TEU.
The project is being funded by a small increase in the tariff on full import containers of $9.75 per TEU.
This equates less than five cents on the wholesale price on an average sized television.
For more details, visit:
-

https://www.portofmelbourne.com/facilities-development/port-rail-transformation-project/
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Victoria’s Big Build
As noted in the Sunday Age of 16 February 2020, the Victorian and Australian Governments are facing
significant challenges for transport infrastructure, which have only been compounded by the 2019-20
Bushfires and the impacts of the coronavirus outbreak in China on budgets and the transport sector.
The article can and related links can be viewed at https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/couldthe-big-build-open-a-hole-under-victorian-labor-20200214-p540wg.html, but I have reproduced
some of its key messages.
The Melbourne Metro Tunnel “could see its $11 billion budget blown sky-high if the bitter
dispute with the construction consortium building it reaches the courts - the cost of
building the tunnels is up to $3 billion over budget. The contractors argue they have
encountered unexpected problems including geological challenges, and before Christmas
the dispute over who would pick up the bigger bill resulted in builders shutting down
tunnel-boring machines for two days. Work has resumed on the job but the disagreement
continues.”
“The West Gate Tunnel, comprising twin tunnels under Yarraville and a new bridge over
the Maribyrnong, is a big dig by anyone’s standards. Missing at the moment is any actual
digging. Two massive tunnel-boring machines sit dormant over a dispute between
Andrews’ partner in the project, Transurban - which this week warned it would not meet
its 2022 deadline to open the road. The two construction giants building it are in a
dramatic impasse with Transurban over how they should dispose of 2.3 million tonnes of
soil, much of it laced with the carcinogens PFAS and asbestos.”
“The stakes got higher for Andrews this week, when four suburban councils voted to
challenge the road’s environmental approval for the North East Link - the largest toll road
ever to be attempted in this state - in the Supreme Court.”
A Melbourne Airport Rail “line has been promised but, despite being discussed in Victoria
since 1963, there is bubbling tension over the route it will take and whether to accept a
bid led by a private consortium to build a new tunnel to run it on. The tunnel would enable
a world-class service, but in the face of cost blowouts and delays on other projects, both
Victoria and the Commonwealth are now considering a cheaper option.”
These challenges are not unique to Melbourne, Victoria or Australia, but do underline the importance
of having sound, long-term transport strategies and plans, that drive project development, rather
than the other way around! As one member of the 1969 Transportation Plan study group noted:
“It might not have been perfect, but at least we had a Plan. Where’s yours?”

Project updates
Keep an eye on the following websites, as many of these projects will hit critical milestones in 20202022.






The Department of Transport website provides a comprehensive list of ongoing and scheduled
projects.
Visit https://transport.vic.gov.au/our-transport-future/our-projects
Victoria’s Big Build infrastructure projects: https://bigbuild.vic.gov.au/projects.
Major Road Projects Victoria projects: https://roadprojects.vic.gov.au/
Public transport network/service project:
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/footer/about-ptv/improvements-and-projects/
Marianne Richards
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New Zealand
New Zealand Upgrade Programme
See also: https://www.nzta.govt.nz/planning-and-investment/nz-upgrade/overview/
On 29 January 2020, the New Zealand Government
announced the New Zealand Upgrade Programme,
detailing a massive $12 billion infrastructure package,
with roads the big winner.
The Government plans to spend $6.8 billion on roads,
with the northern end of the North Island receiving the
bulk.
The areas earmarked are: Auckland, Waikato, Bay of
Plenty, Wellington, Canterbury and Queenstown.
The announcement is said to be one of the biggest
infrastructure packages in New Zealand history. The
remainder of the spending is in the health and school
areas, which also receive significant funding boosts.

Of the $6.8 billion in transport spending, $1.1 billion will be spent on rail and $2.2 billion on new roads
for Auckland. Auckland will receive the most funding in its package with $3.48b being spent on:






Improvements to State Highway One Papakura to Drury South
The Northern Pathway – a new walking and cycling link
An almost $1 billion Auckland rail package
Penlink – a new transport link between State Highway One and the Whangaparaoa Peninsula
Mill Road – a new connection from Manukau to Drury South

Northland is receiving $692 million, Waikato and the Bay of Plenty $991 million, Wellington
$1.35 billion, Canterbury $159 million and Queenstown $90 million.
It is estimated that between 7000 and 9000 jobs would be created by the first five transport projects
that would be funded alone. The funding boost has been applauded by most sectors, but raises
questions around resources to deliver such a programme. So, if Australia looks too dry or too wet,
jumping the ditch could be a very viable proposition to help deliver some very significant infrastructure
in New Zealand.
Four rail projects will also be funded:




$315 million for improvements to the Wiri to Quay Park Corridor in Auckland, including
construction of a third rail line to ease the bottleneck between Wiri and Westfield, providing
additional capacity around Westfield Junction, and works around Quay Park to improve rail access
to the Ports of Auckland
$371 million to extend electrification from Papakura to Pukekohe of the Auckland metro network
by 19km
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$211 million for improvements to the Wellington, Wairarapa and Palmerston North network and
beyond, including upgraded tracks for the Wairarapa and Capital Connection lines, safety
connections and refurbishment of Capital Connection carriages, and
$247 million to develop the Drury railway station, with two new stations at Drury East and Drury
West, to increase transport access and amenity value for this fast-growing centre.

These works further strengthen New Zealand’s public transport commitment, and although nothing
on the scale of Australia’s light rail projects, are certainly steps in the right direction for mass transport
in the country.

Engineering New Zealand – Transportation Group
I have also had a catch up with the head of the Auckland Branch of Engineering NZ Transportation
Group today over lunch and we talked about how to get ITE a bit more involved in the Engineering NZ
activities to compliment what is being done locally.
We discussed topics and suggestions which included:




Getting visiting ITE members to speak to NZ Transportation Groups (this could occur across the
country).
Topics for interest in Auckland is particularly about light rail (pitfalls and opportunities) and
managing traffic in major construction projects to minimise disruption.
Putting out podcasts of Australian seminars, when recorded.

So, if there are any ITE members coming to NZ who would be willing to give us some time to explore
projects/issues from across the ditch, I’d be really interested to know when this happens so I can
coordinate it with local groups. Please let me know if you’re heading this way and would be interested
in helping promote ITE in NZ.
David Mitchell

WA, ACT, QLD and NT
We are looking for correspondents from other jurisdictions to let everyone know what is happening.
If you can help out, please contact us via the contact details at the end of this newsletter.
Marianne Richards
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ITE-ANZ YOUNG MEMBER AND STUDENT ACTIVITIES
Young Members
While everyone was out on their summer holidays, YITE has been quietly
working in the background to pull together a program of great events,
organised by young members, for young members. These events will both
allow for further develop the skills and knowledge base for the transport
sector through technical content, and others which will focus more on
providing an opportunity to build a strong and diverse network within the transport community.
One upcoming event is a trivia night which we will be co-hosting with Young Transport Professionals
later this year. It will be a great opportunity to meet and network with other young people in the
transport community.
We will be working closely with student chapters across
Australia and New Zealand to offer events to both students and
young professionals alike that will build links across the Tasman
and develop a community striving for excellence in the
transport sector.
If you would like to be part of this exciting initiative, or have
ideas of what you would like to see from YITE, do not hesitate to reach out to Matt at
matthew.bennett@aurecongroup.com.
For all general questions, enquiries and further information, please email YITE at:
iteanzsls18@gmail.com
Ruw Palapathwala and Matthew Bennett

Monash Student Chapter Update
Who are we?
Transport Engineers at Monash (TEM) is a dedicated transport
engineering club for Monash Engineering students. We aim to bridge the
gap between students and the industry.

Visit from ITE Headquarters
In October, we were pleased to welcome three senior ITE officials from
Washington, DC – Bruce Belmore, International President, Jeff Paniati,
Chief Executive Officer, and Jeff Lindley, Chief Technical Officer

Prof. Geoff Rose (right with students), Riddhi and Jey (current and past
TEM Presidents) spoke.

Steven Canwei Pang, TEM Media & Communications Officer
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University of Canterbury Student Chapter
On 19 December 2019, we were delighted that Matt Bennett,
President, YITE, was able to take advantage of a break during
a choir tour in Christchurch and visit the University of
Canterbury to catch up with Abhirup Basu Roy and myself
over a coffee to discuss improving trans-Tasman
collaboration. Matt also met Ashu Kedia a member of
Transport Chapter
We briefly toured the university and met some other
transport PhD students – Dana Abudayyeh, Mansour Johari,
Matt Bennett, Xuan Sy Trinh and Cong Tran (pictured in
photo).
Dana Abudayyeh
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WHERE IN THE WORLD?
The photograph on the front cover was provided by Nick
Szwed and was taken in the capital city of Belarus,
Minsk. It should not be a surprise that the coloured,
post-mounted sign at the top left of the photograph
reads – “WARNING! Limit speeds CHILDREN”
Minsk is situated on the Svislach and the Nyamiha
Rivers. The population in January 2018 was 1,982,444
(not including suburbs) making Minsk the 11th most
populous city in Europe.
Nick’s photograph is taken from red arrow looking
northerly towards two parks with frontages to the Svislach River – Yanka Kupala Park (top left) and
Gorky Park (top right).
Yanka Kupala Park is named after Yanka Kupala, one of the classics of Belarusian literature of the early
20th Century.
Gorky Park, the oldest park in Minsk and founded in 1800 as the City Gardens, received its current
name in honour of the Soviet-era writer in 1936. Originally designed along the lines of a classic English
park, the hugely popular public space has seen many transformations over the years. Now geared
towards children, although frequented by people of all ages, it’s home among other things to an
amusement park complete with a 56-metre Ferris wheel, a small observatory and planetarium and an
indoor skating rink.
All public transport is operated by Minsktrans, a government-owned and funded transport company
operating bus, trolleybus and trams services. In 2003, the Minsk city government decreed that local
transport provision should be set at a minimum level of 1 vehicle (bus, trolleybus or tram) per 1,500
residents. Currently the number of vehicles in use is around 2 times higher than the minimum level.
Minsk is the only city in Belarus with an underground metro system. Construction of the metro began
in 1977, soon after the city reached over a million people, and the first line with 8 stations was opened
in 1984. Since then it has expanded into two lines, Maskoŭskaja and Aŭtazavodskaja, which are 18.1
and 17.3 km long, respectively, each line with 14 stations. Since 2012, four new stations on the
Maskoŭskaja Line were opened and work was undertaken on a 1.8 km extension.
Minsk is the largest transport hub in Belarus. Minsk is located at the junction of:



the Warsaw-Moscow railway (built in 1871) running from the southwest to the northeast of the
city and connects Russia with Poland and Germany; and
the Liepaja-Romny railway (built in 1873) running from the northwest to the south of the city and
connects Ukraine with Lithuania and Latvia.

Minsk National Airport is located 42 km to the east of the city. It opened in 1982 and its railway station
opened in 1987. It is an international airport with flights to Europe and the Middle East.

Do you have a photograph to share?
We are always happy to receive transport themed photographs from your travels. If you would like
to share your photograph, please send it to secretary@ite.org.au
Marianne Richards
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WEBMASTER
Read something interesting lately that you would like to share with the wider transportation
community?
Arash Fatemi is the new ITE-ANZ webmaster and he is eager to share high quality and interesting news
via the ITE-ANZ website. If you find something worth sharing, or would like to make an
original contribution, email Arash at: arash.fatemi@ontoit.com
Arash Fatemi

MEMBERSHIP
As a member of ITE, you join a dynamic, interactive group of more than 17,000 transportation
professionals spanning more than 90 countries dedicated to solving today’s transport challenges. Join
ITE to increase your professional marketability and stand out from the crowd. ITE provides a wealth
of resources for the transport professional.




Did you know that individual membership with ITE costs only US$210 a year?
For students, membership is free in the first year and then only $30 per year!
Young Members up to age of 30 now also receive reduced dues.

We would like to have more young people on our ITE-ANZ management committee, so why not join
the ITE and then consider coming onto the committee! Further details of dues for young professionals
can be found at this webpage - Students and Young Professionals
The general rule for ITE membership is as follows. To be eligible for admission or transfer to the grade
of Member, an applicant:
1. Shall be a graduate from a transportation related program at a school of recognized standing; or
2. If not a graduate from a school of recognized standing shall have five years of professional
experience in transportation engineering or a transportation-related field.
You can join up directly online through this webpage - ITE Membership.

ITE-ANZ NEWSLETTER CONTACTS
If you would like to contribute something of interest to transport professionals in a future newsletter,
please send it to secretary@ite.org.au.
If you do not wish to receive future newsletters, send an email with the subject “Unsubscribe
Newsletter” to secretary@ite.org.au
Registered Office:

ITE Australia & New Zealand Inc.
PO Box 3016
AUBURN, VICTORIA, 3123

ITE-ANZ Secretary:

David Nash

Telephone:

0400 395 132

Email:

secretary@ite.org.au

Website:

www.ite.org.au

Newsletter editor:

Marianne Richards
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