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Background
• Over 5 years (2013-2017), in 

Victoria:
– 183 pedestrians killed
– 2592 serious injury
– 3809 other injuries

• People aged 70+: 
– 10% of the population 
– 15% of pedestrian crashes 
– 21% of serious injuries 
– 34% of fatalities. 



Intersections
• Half of ped crashes and injuries 

at intersections (fatalities 41%) 
• Almost half of ped intersection 

crashes (45%) at T-junctions
• Majority of vehicles in 

intersection crashes were 
turning (59%) 

• 38% were turning right and 21% 
were turning left



Safer road design

• Analysis of 1,149 crashes 
affecting peds 65+.

• Most common crash   
scenarios:
– Right turn (exiting) 18%
– Footpath/driveway 16%
– Left turn 10%



Design principles

• Principles for safe and 
successful streets for 
walking 

(based on Safer Road 
Design for Older 
Pedestrians)



Lower vehicle speeds

1. Area wide 

2. At the crossing 
point (turning)



Reduce complexity

• Consider controlling or 
prohibiting right turns



Reduce distance

• Reduce distance of 
exposure

• Ensure people can 
cross in one movement



Conspicuous

• Kerb extension and 
pedestrian refuge

• Signal phasing like 
‘headstart’



Reinforce give way



Convenient

• Make it easy to cross 
safely, not hard

• Typical traffic signals 
make crossing difficult

• Use late call-up or 
auto-on for traffic 
signals



Time to cross

• Especially important for 
seniors

• Everyone wants to save 
time



Roundabouts

• Difficult for pedestrians 
because:
– Drivers do not need to give 

way
– Drivers focus on avoiding 

conflict with vehicles 
– Often wide curves allow speed
– Crossing reliant on picking 

gaps

• Arterials particularly bad



Solution



Slip lanes
Similar issues to 
roundabouts

Avoid slip lanes, 
or:
• Provide raised 

zebra crossings
• Tighten turns



Wide intersections



More info

• All our research at 
www.victoriawalks.org.au/research/

• Follow us on Twitter

http://www.victoriawalks.org.au/research/
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