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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Missing in Action
The 8th of March was International Women’s Day. On the previous evening a seminar organised by AITPM and
supported by ITE had three excellent women speakers. It was attended by about 60 women and 9 men.
How come in a profession where men absolutely dominate, so few are interested in hearing women speak about
the issues they experience in the workplace? Do you guys think you know it all?

Towards the Uncrashable Vehicle
For some time we have been suggesting that vehicle safety technology should be mandated in order to realise
the benefits at an earlier time. We prepared a position paper about this and sent it to the Minister and VicRoads
nearly three years ago. You can see it here: http://www.ite.org.au/advocacy/
After ignoring our advice for a couple of years a spokesperson from VicRoads was quoted in the press in February
this year saying that automated emergency braking should be mandated via the Australian Design Rules.
Also, Toyota has just announced that it will include automatic emergency braking, pedestrian detection, adaptive
cruise control, lane-departure warning with lane-keeping assist, automatic high beam and reversing camera in
some models of its Corolla. This means that an almost uncrashable vehicle will soon be available at an affordable
price. The trickle-down effect is in full motion.
I just hope it doesn’t take too many more years to update the Australian Design Rules and make all of these
things mandatory in all vehicles.
The thing I really can’t understand is why we haven’t mandated all of these things for all heavy vehicles.

Best Means Fastest
A recent article in a daily paper devoted a double spread to a new car. The heading was “Is this the best car
money can buy?” It was about a Porsche road racer, price $650,000.
In the roughly 1400 word article the word “safety” was not mentioned once!
This raises a number of questions:
 Why are “road racers” allowed on the road?
 Why is safety still not considered an important selling factor?
 Where is the editorial integrity when “best” means “fastest”?
Nick Szwed, ITEANZ President, President@ite.org.au
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ITE COMMUNITY
New South Wales
Cashless Payments for Opal
Public transport has become that much more accessible,
with commuters now able to tap on to ferry and light rail
services using their credit/debit cards, smartphones,
tablets, and watches. The trial was first launched in July
2017 where it was tested on Manly ferry services, and
has since expanded to all Sydney Ferry and light rail
services, with plans to roll out the technology to the
much larger rail and bus networks.
Travellers can use contactless payment to pay for their fare on services that run to 57 locations across Sydney,
including many popular tourist destinations like Darling Harbour, Barangaroo, Star Casino and the Sydney Fish
Markets.
Users will be charged the same as an Adult Opal single trip ticket and this service will make it that much easier
for infrequent users of public transport and tourists, allowing them to avoid queues to buy tickets or needing to
top up Opal cards.
For more information and details of the service visit the Transport for NSW site here.
Real Time Info at Bus Stops
Sydney’s bus stops are getting an upgrade with Transport for NSW starting the first trials of e-paper bus displays.
The solar powered information displays, designed and manufactured by Sydney engineering company Mercury
Innovation and the EU-based Visionect, show bus route information as well as real-time information regarding
disruption to the bus network. The technology provides more information to commuters with a real-time update
of the estimated time of arrival and remaining capacity of the bus – similar to information provided by transport
apps such as Tripview.
Two units, located at Town Hall on Park Street and outside the QVB on York Street, will be trialled over March
and April with plans to roll out the technology across the network, pending the success of the trial.
For more information, visit the web page here.
Eric Ye

Victoria
Residents of Melbourne continue to see changes to their city with the following projects making headlines during
Q2 of 2018.
Metro Tunnel
Four tunnel boring machines (TBMs) have been ordered and will start arriving early next year to build the $11
billion Metro Tunnel. Each TBM will be 100 metres long, weighing up to 1,000 tonnes with a diameter of 8.2
metres and operate like giant underground factories as they excavate around 40 metres beneath the surface.
For more information, visit the web page here.
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Building demolitions have also begun to make way for an entrance to the new underground State Library Station.
This includes works to prepare for archaeological assessments of ground conditions to determine the digging
approach and predict what might be found below ground.
For more information, visit the web page here.
West Gate Tunnel
Construction is underway and government predict the West Gate Tunnel will open in 2022. Further community
upgrades for this project were recently announced including sporting grounds, waterways, public reserves and
local projects.
For more information, visit the web page here.
North East Link
The North East Link continues to be a major player come the 2018 state election with Daniel Andrews
announcing a $110 million allocation in the budget to fast-track detailed planning and design and begin
procurement in early 2019.
For more information, visit the web page here.
P-turns at Hoddle St
As part of a project designed to streamline the movement of people along and across Hoddle Street, one of
Melbourne’s busiest roads, P-turns have been introduced at Johnston and Hoddle Street.
For more information, visit the web page here.
Ballarat Line Upgrade
Works have begun for the $518m upgrade of the 18 km of railway track between Melton and Deer Park West.
The works include new platforms and platform extensions, pedestrian links and upgraded car parking facilities at
the railway stations. A new train station at Toolern has also being included in the ongoing works.
For more information, visit the web page here.
M80 Ring Road upgrade
Works are underway to improve the traffic capacity, safety and reliability as part of the $2.25b upgrade of the
M80 Ring Road from Princes Freeway to Greensborough Highway. The improvement works include overhead
speed limit and lane use signs, ramp signals, variable message signs and CCTV cameras. The works are expected
to be complete by late 2021.
For more information, visit the web page here.
Swan Street Bridge upgrade
The 5th lane of the Swan Street Bridge is scheduled to be
opened by the end of April as part of the ongoing $30m upgrade
of Swan Street Bridge. This will be followed by the installation of
the ‘fins’ for the shared path on the southern side of the bridge.
For more information, visit the web page here.
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CityLink Tulla Widening
Road widening works are ongoing for the $1.28bn CityLink Tulla upgrade works which include extra lanes,
intersection upgrades, ramp signals and a new freeway management system. The upgrade works are due for
completion in 2018.
For more information, visit the web page here.
Monash Freeway Upgrade
New traffic lanes and installation of smart technology are being installed on the Monash Freeway as part of the
$5.5b Western Distributor Project. The upgrade works are due for completion in 2018.
For more information, visit the web page here.
Harsimran Bains & Daniel Gaschk

Tasmania
Liberal Party Returned to Government.
The Liberal Party have won the recent election in Tasmania, taking out 13 of the 25 seats on offer.
As with any election, each party was full of promises. The Liberal party transport policies included commitments
of $92.5 million on transport infrastructure in Launceston and Tamar Valley, as well as a commitment of $57
million to upgrade the Tasman Highway in the southeast.
Watch this space for more details on the implementation of these projects in coming editions!
Aaron Hargraves

Northern Territory
The Northern Territory Government (NTG) is undertaking a number of transport planning projects
The Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics (DIPL) is
developing a strategy for car parking at the Cullen Bay precinct to
look at how motorists use the available parking and to address
current and future parking demand, including review of public
transport (bus) options. Cullen Bay is a popular dining, boating,
tourism, business and residential precinct. This brings many
motorists into the area who need to park their vehicles for short and
long periods. A management strategy is necessary to provide
sufficient car parking for all users and ensure a continued ease of
access to services at this site, for and into the future. GHD has been
engaged to lead the community consultation and the development of
the strategy. An integrated consultation approach using a cross
section of methods has been implemented to enable consultation
with a representative sample of car parking patrons, residents, businesses, commuters and visitors to help
identify demands, issues and constraints of the Cullen Bay parking Community. A draft car parking strategy
addressing short term and long term requirements is currently being developed.
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DIPL has recently tendered a planning study to investigate options for improving the provision for cyclists on
Bagot Road. Bagot Road provides a strategic link in the shared path network, particularly for commuting cyclists,
linking the northern suburbs path with the Stuart Highway. This study will involve a large component of
stakeholder and community Consultation.
DIPL, in collaboration with the City of Darwin, has also commissioned a car parking study for the Darwin
CBD. The study has resulted from a revived focus on overall car parking provision in the city centre since the
recent ‘Heat Mitigation Program’ for the Darwin CBD and as part of a number of different avenues through which
the NTG is seeking to transform the CBD into a vibrant tourist, business and investment attraction, with a
particular emphasis on greening and cooling initiatives.
David Rolland

SA, WA, ACT, QLD
We are looking for correspondents from other jurisdictions to let everyone know what is happening. If you can
help out please contact us via the contact details at the bottom of this newsletter.

New Zealand
The transport landscape in NZ has certainly changed in the last few weeks.
In early April the Government released its Policy Statement (GPS) on
transport, which essentially outlines the direction that all roading
organisations need to follow. The GPS signalled a move away from roading
projects and more emphasis on public transport, alternative modes and the
integration with technological solutions. This has been followed by a
statement cancelling a proposed extension of the Auckland northern
motorway through to Whangarei in the north, to free up capital to put
towards other areas in the GPS. This is a controversial stance in the more
rural areas where roads are seen as the lifelines to the productive sectors of
the country, but is welcomed in the urban areas where congestion
continues to grow. There is also a focus on road safety, which has seen a
continual increase in road deaths since a low in 2013 – a trend which is
paralleled across many developed countries around the world.
The Government has also signalled an end to further oil and gas exploration in NZ. This reinforces the desire to
foster growth in renewable energy sources and a desire to reduce emissions across the country.
On a separate note, following the successes in Australia, I have been in touch with both Auckland and Canterbury
Universities to see if ITEANZ could provide some assistance to final year students, either through specific
mentoring or giving some discussions on industry issues and the working life of a transportation
professional. Depending on the outcome of these discussions, I may be calling on other ITE members to help out
in this regard. I will also be coordinating any activities with Engineering NZ to ensure we complement, rather
than duplicate, any other activities in this area. The successes in Australia are a great reflection on ITE and
everyone involved.
David Mitchell
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ITE Global District
Greetings from the Global District Director’s desk and a busy one at that as I’m sure you are all around Australia
and New Zealand. As some of the items below will show, the ITE global community is facing a number of major
challenges with technology, road safety and the way in which we as a community of transport professionals can
continue to respond each day to the challenges faced by our own communities with local action, but have proper
recognition of the global perspective and the climate and wider environment around us. It is no easy feat but
then transportation is never easy!
Elected Representative Posts Filled

Randy McCourt – Vice President-Elect

Bruce Belmore – President-Elect

As I indicated in the last ITEANZ newsletter, the streamlined ITE presidential election process was initiated this
year with a focussed election campaign programme and on-line voting. You should have all received
confirmation that the successful President-elect is Bruce Belmore from Saskatchewan, Canada and the Vice
President-elect for 2019 is Randy McCourt from Portland, Oregon. Congratulations to them both.
Both Bruce and Randy are ready to serve (and are already well underway serving) the ITE community. Bruce and
Randy will join existing President Michael Sanderson as the ITE Executive Committee who along with the
International Board on which I serve, are developing the strategic direction of ITE and helping to extend the
global connection between ITE and its various stakeholders.
Autonomous and Connected Vehicles
Many of you will have been made aware of the recent tragedies associated with the Tesla and Uber autonomous
vehicles. The ITE Community discussion platform has seen a large upswing in discussion posts with a wide range
of views and opinions expressed from across the ITE professional community. In light of the most recent Uber
tragedy and building on ITE’s continual monitoring of the Connect Vehicle/Autonomous Vehicle (CV/AV)
environment ITE Headquarters recently issued a position statement on this topic (see here) and will continue to
monitor feedback from ITE members and others to determine if and when changes to the position might need to
be made. Keep an eye out on the discussion.
Smart Cities
An emerging area of ITE activity has been in the Smart Cities arena with the creation of a Smart Cities Task Force
which has recently released a short series (well only two so far) of ‘quick bites’ to discuss the background to the
Smart City movement. I notice that our professional colleagues at Consult Australia and the Smart Cities Council
(Australia New Zealand) have recently published a guide that defines and sets out the functions of a smart city
plus a checklist for collaboration across the sector.
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It is recognized by the ITE Co-ordinating Council (Chair - Russell Brownlee and Vice Chair Eric Rensel) that it is
difficult for us on this side of the globe to become active in the ITE Councils and Task Forces, so they are
considering ways in which collaborations such as with the Smart Cities Council (not an ITE Council but an industry
council) and co-ordination of activities across multiple Councils. When a specific need arises (e.g. Smart Cities
initiative or CV/AV position statement preparation) task forces or short duration groups could be established.
Watch out for more on this topic as the development of the ITE Councils continues to evolve. Rest assured that
the ITE Headquarters staff and International Board are very keen to enhance the global connectivity between all
members.
Annual Meeting, Minneapolis: August 20 – 23, 2018
Don’t’ forget this year’s Annual Meeting is being held in Minneapolis
(http://www.ite.org/annualmeeting/default.asp). Visit the website and start
planning your trip now! The list of papers and presentations can be seen at
via the Program tab on the conference website link above.
Rural ITS Conference
And for those of you with a specific interest or experience in the rural ITS sector, ITE has been contracted by the
Federal Highways Administration to deliver the conference. It is being held at Fort McDowell, Scottsdale, Arizona
21-24 October 2018 (see the conference website http://www.nationalruralitsconference.org/). The conference
will be focusing on ITS implementation in local communities and will include perspectives from a wide variety of
ITS topics aiming to improve transportation safety and mobility, as well as enhancing rural community
productivity.
Please get in touch with me (don.mckenzie@tdg.co.nz) if there is anything I can
assist you with around the ITE Global Community. If I can elevate any issues for
consideration by the International Board our next meeting is being held in
Wyoming in the second week of May. Please get in touch.
Don McKenzie, ITE Global District Representative

Austraffic Worldwide Learning Opportunities

ITEANZ has made a fourth award under this program. Laura Aston has received a financial grant to attend the
Annual Meeting at Minneapolis in August. She will attend the associated Student Leadership Summit and Traffic
Bowl. If you are interested in this program check it out here.
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Student Activities
Induction Night – TEM Mentoring Program

Transport Engineers at Monash, together with ITEANZ and The Monash Association of Civil Engineers (ACES),
held a very successful induction night on the 13th of March, for the inaugural cohort of the TEM Mentoring
Program. Students joining the program as mentees had the opportunity to network and meet the professionals
who joined the program as mentors.
The night started with dinner and an opportunity for everyone to get to know each other over. The evening’s
proceedings included introductions from each of the mentors; many of whom shared anecdotes of important
mentors in their own professional development journey. Jodie Le, founder of the Women in Transport Mentoring
Program, and LXRA, shared a fascinating presentation on ‘The Chemistry of Mentoring’. Jodie’s presentation gave
insight into the benefits and outcomes of mentoring programs. Following this, undergraduate engineer and
mentee from the Women in Transport Mentoring Program, Marielle Salom, inspired the mentees with advice on
how to achieve the most from such programs.
The night was a positive start to a program which aims to empower and encourage the next generation of
professionals entering the transport industry. As the first call for expressions of interest for mentees was
oversubscribed, Expressions of Interest have now opened for mentors to join the program in Semester Two.
Mentee applications will open in the coming weeks, with information to be distributed by email.
If you would like to sign up as a mentor, click here.
Riddhi R. Kalra (Secretary, TEM)
Student Leadership Summit
Expressions of interest are now open for student leaders to join the organising team for the first ITE-ANZ
Transportation Student Leadership Summit. The first summit, to be held in Melbourne in September, will bring
together students and professionals to share insights about careers and trends in transportation; pitch their
research ideas, and meet their colleagues from across the State. The summit will be held over half a day with
networking and a transport-themed quiz tournament in the evening.
ITE is seeking organised and engaged leaders to join the student-led organising team. Apply by midnight, Friday
May 4 by completing the online application.
We are seeking students from each of the universities offering transport-related courses in Victoria to volunteer
just a few hours per week through to September.
Further information is on the ITEANZ website, or email iteanz.monash@gmail.com
Laura Aston
ITEANZ Newsletter
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Sustainable Transport – May 2018
Date: Tuesday, 1 May 2018
Time: 4:45PM
Venue: RMIT University, Building 8, Level 11, Room 68, 360 Swanston Street, VIC
Registrations: Click here
Hear about three projects which are making strides in sustainable transport.
1) Victoria Walks / CrowdSpot
2) Sustainable Transport Strategy Optus
3) Travel Choices – Transport for New South Wales
Further details can be found on the event flyer here.

RECENT EVENTS
Learning From History – April 2018
Three eminent speakers attracted a large crowd to this seminar, held on Wednesday 4th April 2018. The seminar
was proudly hosted by RMIT University. The event was a total sell-out with 12 people on the waiting list who
couldn’t be accommodated!
Speakers included:


Dr Max Lay



Dr Ray Brindle



Prof Graeme Davison

The event was MC’d by ITEANZ President Nick Szwed
A copy of the presentations can be found on the ITEANZ website here.

Dr Max Lay
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Women in Transport Networking Event – March 2018
This fabulous event was held on Wednesday, 7 March 2018 at Henry and Fox in Little Collins St, Melbourne. The
event was sponsored by AITPM Victorian Branch, ITE-ANZ, Transport Australia society (TAs) and Austraffic.
Key industry leaders spoke at this event and shared their work experiences.
Speakers were:


Dr Collette Burke – Chief Engineer of Victoria, Managing Director at Exner Group & Director at VicTrack



Louise Gartland – Executive Director People Culture and Strategy at VicRoads



Jodie Le – Senior Advisor Organisational Design and Architecture, Level Crossings Removal Authority

The event was chaired by Rachel Nicholls – Chair of Consult Australia Victorian Committee.

Dr Collette Burke – Victoria’s Chief
Engineer

Louise Gartland – VicRoads

Jodie Le – Level Crossing Removal
Authority

Rachel Nicholls – Consult Australia

Louise Baldwin – Austraffic

Emily Coldbeck – TfV

The Audience
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2018 Annual Breakfast Meeting and AGM – February 2018
The Annual Breakfast Meeting was held on Tuesday, 27 February 2018, jointly hosted by ITE-ANZ and Transport
Australia society. The event was a total sell-out with nine people on the waiting list who couldn’t be
accommodated!
The special guest speaker was Mr David Hodgett MP, Victorian
Shadow Minister for Roads & Infrastructure and Shadow
Minister for Ports & Freight. David is also the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition in the Victorian parliament.
The Breakfast was kindly sponsored by RACV.

Mr David Hodgett MP

ITEANZ President Nick Szwed

Audience

ITEANZ AWARDS
Two ITEANZ awards were presented at the 2018 Annual Breakfast Meeting.

GHD Undergraduate Student Award
The GHD Undergraduate Student Award is made on the basis of the
most outstanding piece of individual work by an undergraduate
student at a participating Australian or New Zealand university.
For 2017, this award was presented to Eric Ye of the University of
Sydney.
For more information on how to apply for the GHD Undergraduate
Student Award, please click here.

SIDRA SOLUTIONS Postgraduate Award
The SIDRA SOLUTIONS Postgraduate Award was initiated in 2014. This award is presented
to the most outstanding postgraduate student from a tertiary institution in Australia or
New Zealand, based on the quality of his or her research paper and potential to make a
significant contribution to the profession.
For 2017, this award was presented to Long Truong of Monash University.
For more information on how to apply for the SIDRA SOLUTIONS Postgraduate Award,
please click here.
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CITY OF MELBOURNE TRANSPORT STRATEGY
The City of Melbourne recently released the first of several discussion papers to inform the refresh of the City of
Melbourne Transport Strategy.
Since mid-2017, the City of Melbourne has been working with experts in the field to develop a number of
discussion papers with an aspiration for bold and innovative ideas to meet the rapid population growth the city is
experiencing.
The first topics for discussion are Walking and City Space. The papers can be viewed on the Participate
engagement portal, along with a number of background documents. A media release has also been released.
These materials have been written to provoke a broad debate among the vast and quickly growing number of
people who traverse our city each day. A particular interest is on the experience of users of the city, in the ways
people move about, spend time and to test broad aspirations for our future city. This first stage of strategy
development examines key issues and ideas that have been identified so far to test these with the community
and stakeholders.
The ideas the City of Melbourne will be floating are not council positions but propositions which could be
considered for Melbourne.
Over the coming weeks the City of Melbourne will continue to release further content in the lead up to a draft
strategy being released in the new financial year. The opportunity to provide comment will remain open
throughout this time.
If you would like to have your say, please visit the website here.

BLAME CANBERRA AS OUR CITIES GRIND TO A HALT
Head of the Grattan Institute, John Daley, rejoined the immigration debate, arguing in the Fairfax papers that
slowing immigration would crimp economic growth, but that the federal government may have to “tap the
brakes” if state governments can’t develop their cities properly.
Mr Daley is one of the best-briefed economists on immigration because his non-partisan think tank has published
heavy-hitting reports on most of the key issues, especially the connected issues of housing availability and
transport infrastructure.
That’s important, because the debate is constantly at risk of being swayed by populist hot-heads – Dick Smith,
Mark Latham and Tony Abbott to name a few – who would prefer to drastically cut immigration rather than ask
why we build such dysfunctional cities.
In an article on the 18th of April 2018, Mr Daley covered off some of the main reasons: “Australian cities are
sparsely populated by world standards … but people only like more density in the suburb next to theirs, and
consequently their children cannot afford to buy a dwelling.”
That attitude is not only harmful to younger generations, but wilfully ignores how other cities improve their
quality of life by raising population density – not only big cities like Paris or Tokyo, but hundreds of smaller cities
from Zurich to Madrid, Toronto to Taipei.
The full article can be read on The New Daily website here.
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AUTO HISTORY
Scientific American January 1868
Rubber Tire Invented
“Mr. R. W. Thomson, of Edinburgh, has invented a new locomotive for common roads, which was lately tried in
the neighbourhood of Edinburgh. The tires are made of bands of vulcanized india-rubber, about twelve inches
wide and five inches thick. Incredible as it may appear, this soft and elastic substance not only carries the great
weight of the road steamer without injury, but it passes over newly broken road metal, broken flints, and all
kinds of sharp things without leaving even a mark on the india-rubber. The engine is destined for Java.”

Scientific American January 1918
Auto Dreams
“It's more or less true—no one really knows anything about the future. So here goes, for a try. The automobile of
the future will be weather-tight. Probably it will be all glass—sides, front, rear and roof. If malleable glass is ever
made, the frame may be dispensed with, but nobody has discovered malleable glass, to date! In the future the
car with the steering wheel will be as obsolete as the car with the hand pump for gas or oil is today! Driving will
be done from a small control board, which can be held in the lap. It will be connected to the mechanism by a
flexible electric cable. A small finger lever, not a wheel, will guide the car.”

WEBMASTER
Read something interesting lately that you'd like to share with the wider transportation community? Laura Aston
is the new ITEANZ webmaster and she is eager to share high quality and interesting news via the ITEANZ website.
If you find something worth sharing, or would like to make an original contribution, email Laura at
iteanz.monash@gmail.com
Laura Aston
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MEMBERSHIP
As a member of ITE, you join a dynamic, interactive group of more than 17,000 transportation professionals
spanning more than 90 countries dedicated to solving today’s transport challenges. Join ITE to increase your
professional marketability and stand out from the crowd. ITE provides a wealth of resources for the transport
professional.
Did you know that individual membership with ITE costs only US$210 a year? For students, membership is free in
the first year and then only $30 per year! Young Members up to age of 30 now also receive reduced dues. We
would like to have more young people on our ITEANZ management committee so why not join the ITE and then
consider coming onto the committee! Further details of dues for young professionals can be found at this
webpage - Young Professionals.
The general rule for ITE membership is as follows. To be eligible for admission or transfer to the grade of
Member, an applicant:
1.

Shall be a graduate from a transportation related program at a school of recognized standing and in the
active practice of transportation or traffic work; or shall have had:

2.

If not a graduate from a transportation related program at a school of recognized standing shall have
five years of professional experience and shall be in transportation or traffic engineering work.

You can join up directly online through this webpage - ITE Membership.
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