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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Who gets priority?
In my last column I discussed priority at shared path/road crossings
(click here). After reading my column, Maurice Burley advised that
when he was making improvements to the Beach Road shared path
they decided to give the shared path priority over entering traffic –
see photos opposite.
Well done I say and that makes the recent action of Whitehorse
Council, giving cars priority over walkers and cyclists at a carpark
entrance, look even more out of step with general trends.
Hype Over-drive (or Hype over Driverless Vehicles)
Recently I had a conversation with a group of transport
professionals about driverless vehicles and was amazed that most of
them believed that driverless vehicles would be on Melbourne’s
arterials in 5 to 10 years. I’ve been following the emergence of
autonomous vehicles for 30 years and understand that they were
probably first mooted in the 1920s.
In the 1950s there were some serious trials in the US using cables and detector circuits embedded in the
pavement and rows of detectors on the edge of the road.
Commercialization of this system was predicted for 1975.
Sound familiar?
I think the marketing people are doing a wonderful job of selling the
recent major advances which are primarily due to the emergence of
intelligent systems. But I think we have to be a little cautious about
the predictions of when full commercialization will occur.
The reason I say this is that I am concerned that governments are
beginning to believe that autonomous vehicles will soon solve the
road safety problem and they are not focussing in the right areas.
While I believe that autonomous vehicles will eventually be the Holy
Grail for road safety, I don’t think we’ll get there for another 50 years.
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I believe that right now we should be focussing on the “Uncrashable” car. We could halve the road toll by
mandating all currently available safety features like emergency braking, lane maintenance, pedestrian detection
etc. Then at some stage it would be cost-effective for the government to buy out the old fleet or require retrofitting. I believe this approach would achieve the safe system Holy Grail in half the time that waiting for
autonomous vehicles would.
Nick Szwed, ITEANZ President

ITE COMMUNITY
New South Wales
Customer trial of contactless transport fare payments
Contactless transport payment with credit and debit cards has the potential to offer
customers a convenient option for travelling, with the potential to shift customers from
cars to public transport. Transport for NSW has engaged a contractor to design, build and
operate a contactless transport payment solution for a customer trial in 2017. The
contractor will develop and implement the system add-ons needed to enhance the existing
Opal travel card system to facilitate a customer trial.
TfNSW looks forward to implementing the trial, customer take-up and feedback will be closely monitored to
better understand how customers view contactless payments as a possible option on the network. Transport for
NSW is also in discussions with the banks and credit card payment schemes to finalise their participation in the
customer trial.
Find out more here.
Approval given for Sydney Metro extension under the harbour
Construction starts this year on new Sydney Metro tunnels which will run under Sydney
Harbour and the CBD with the green light given for the project to proceed. Minister for
Transport and Infrastructure Andrew Constance welcomed planning approval for stage 2
of Sydney Metro, which starts at Chatswood, and travels beneath Sydney Harbour,
through the CBD to Sydenham and on to Bankstown.
The new line will be the first railway tunnelled under Sydney Harbour and will include six new stations at Crows
Nest, Victoria Cross (in North Sydney), Barangaroo, Martin Place, Pitt St, and Waterloo and a connection at
Central.
Construction sites will be established in the Sydney CBD this year. By the end of 2018, the first of five tunnel
boring machines will be in the ground carving out new twin tunnels. Sydney Metro will have ultimate capacity of
a new metro train every two minutes in each direction under the Sydney CBD and 31 metro stations from Rouse
Hill to Bankstown – a 66km new railway.
Find out more here.
Sahan Wijayaratna
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Tasmania
Cross Highway Blackspot Received Funding
The notorious blackspot at the intersection between the Huon Highway and Summerleas Road south of Hobart
has received $21M in finding for a 12 month grade separation project.
Given the speed and visibility at the intersection, the intersection has been the scene of some nasty crashes in
the past with the upgrade welcomed by local road users. In securing $17M in federal funding, the project has
now received the green light to grade separate the intersection with the Huon Highway to run over Summerleas
Road.
Aaron Hargraves

Victoria
Outer Suburban Arterial Roads
Victoria is doing things a little differently when it comes to delivering road upgrades and maintenance. It is taking
a ‘whole of life’ approach under a Public Private Partnership (PPP) model. Construction and maintenance of
roads through a PPP harnesses private sector innovation and incentivises whole of life efficiencies.
The first package (Western Package) has recently completed an Expression of Interest in which four consortia,
featuring all the expected players, responded. Details of each consortia can be found on the VicRoads website.
The $1.8 billion investment – an Australian first – combines the design, financing and construction of eight high
priority arterial road upgrades, and the delivery and financing of ongoing rehabilitation and maintenance on
approximately 700 lane kilometres of arterial roads. The respective project sites are shown in the maps below.
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A Request for Proposal will be released to shortlisted proponents in early 2017 with construction commencing in
2018.
Similar packages of works are expected to be released for other Melbourne regions (e.g. South-Eastern and
Northern) in the future.
Infrastructure Victoria
In late 2016, Infrastructure Victoria released its first 30 Year Infrastructure Strategy ensuring a pipeline of
infrastructure projects. The strategy includes proposal to increase housing density in established areas to make
better use of existing infrastructure, and boosting investment for social and affordable housing.
North East Link Authority
A gap in Melbourne’s freeway network between the Metro Ring Road at Greensborough Highway and the
Eastern Freeway may soon be filled. The ‘North East Link’ was recently identified by Infrastructure Victoria as the
next priority transport infrastructure project.
The North East Link Authority has now been established and given $35 million for business case development,
consultation and route selection by 2018. The project is expected to cost up to $10 billion.
Jared Tan
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SA, WA, NT, ACT, QLD
We are looking for correspondents from other jurisdictions to let everyone know what is happening. If you can
help out please contact us via the contact details at the bottom of this newsletter.

New Zealand

The IPENZ Transportation Group’s annual conference will be held on March 2017 in Hamilton, New Zealand.
The annual conference is New Zealand's premier forum for the traffic engineering, road safety and
transportation planning community. The conference is intended to stimulate debate and problem-solving
amongst peers within the transportation sector. Over the last few years well over 200 professionals attend this
annual event. The conference has been running for more than 40 years with different regions in New Zealand
taking turns of hosting it.
For further details, including registration information, please visit the event website.
Don McKenzie

ITE international
The January Board meeting of the International Board of Direction (IBOD) held its January meeting in Washington
DC in parallel with the Transportation Research Board’s Annual Meeting. The IBOD meeting heard from ITE’s
CEO Jeff Paniati that the Institute sits in good shape both in terms of its financial position as well as in terms of
membership. As you will have heard from me in my previous newsletter report late last year, the Global District
is attracting a great deal of attention with several efforts to better address the needs and desires of ITE members
within the District.
Of particular note is the (without fanfare) relabelling of the District to the Global District and the planned
formation of a Global District Board to better and more effectively represent the interests and activities of ITE
around the world – not simply focussed on the one District Director.
The Global District is the geographic subset ITE’s membership distribution who reside and work outside of North
America. Over time ITE will be increasing the representation of sections (the division and grouping of our
membership on a more local scale e.g. our Australia New Zealand Section) with the creation (initially) of a Global
One Section. In the future we anticipate this to be followed by Global Two and Three Sections - again covering
those parts of the Global District this time beyond the current ITEANZ Section. Within these sections even more
local Chapters will be able to be formed generally focussing on cities, enabling ITE members to meet and
participate in ITE activities closer to home or workplace. Our current student chapters based in the (at present)
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Australian universities are example of this local representation of ITE which can be replicated (with some minor
formality of charter and bylaws) to cities or regions around our ITEANZ Section.
The January IBOD meeting also emphasised the five current focus areas for ITE’s strategic and technical activies
over the coming year:


Vision Zero



Automated and Connected Vehicles



Smart Communities



Transportation and Health

 Trip Generation
I am personally encouraged by this list and I’m sure you will too as these represent a deliberate refocussing of ITE
activities onto the people and communities we serve across the ITE globe – not simply on catering for vehicular
movement. Please watch out for these focus areas to become the agenda for ITE activities throughout the year.
If you see a call for participation in discussion groups (via the ITE Community) or as part of the technical councils
and committees that do the ‘heavy lifting’ of preparing ITE’s guidance documents and resources, please put your
hand up and help to shape the ITE that you would like to see. Please also consider recommending ITE to your
professional colleagues as a way of boosting the relevance of ITE to the community of transport professionals
here in Australasia.
Following on in that light of volunteer efforts and for my NZ colleagues in particular, I am currently looking for
someone to step into the NZ Representative on the ITEANZ Section Executive. I have been happy to wear both
the District Director’s and NZ Representative’s caps over the past several years but I would also like to make sure
there is another voice heard from this side of ‘the ditch’ around our Section Executive Board table. Please let me
know (over the next several weeks if possible) whether you would be willing to help. I’ll need to have a name in
time for the Annual Business Meeting being held in Melbourne at the end of February – and if I haven’t heard
from anyone I’ll be twisting a few arms!!
These are certainly interesting times ahead and with a the greater emphasis not only from me but the whole of
the ITE International Board of Direction on our Global District, it is a great time to be part of truly international
membership organisation and have our voice heard across the globe.
Please get in touch with me (don.mckenzie@tdg.co.nz) on any issue of interest to you and if I can elevate this to
consideration by the International Board I would be happy to do so
Don McKenzie, District 8 Representative

RECENT EVENTS
2016 President’s Dinner
The 2016 President’s Dinner was held on Tuesday 15 November at Kew Golf Course.
Special guest speaker, Michel Masson – CEO of Infrastructure Victoria, gave a compelling address. He
emphasised the independence of IV and the need for rational infrastructure planning. Infrastructure Victoria has
been given the important task of developing the first ever statewide infrastructure strategy. The strategy will
cover nine sectors, including transport, and will provide recommendations which seek to improve connectivity
and accessibility, reduce congestion, and support economic growth.
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Michel provided an insight into the community consultation, citizen juries and expert input that has contributed
to the development of the strategy.
A number of ITEANZ awards were presented during the evening.
The Dinner was proudly sponsored by SIDRA Solutions
This was a great opportunity to socialise with colleagues over a delightful meal.

ITEANZ President, Nick Szwed

Michel Masson

The dining audience

November 2016: Transport in Ballarat
A forum was held at Federation University, Ballarat on 10 November 2016, jointly organised by ITEANZ, AITPM
and Engineers Australia-Transport Australia society.
Terry Demeo – Director Infrastructure and Environment, Ballarat City Council
The development of Ballarat West, which is forecast to see Ballarat’s population increase from current 100,000
to 140,000 within 20 years.
Delivery of the Ballarat Western Link Road – a 16km future arterial road west of Ballarat linking the Western
Freeway in the north with the Midland Highway to the south.
A review of the 2007 Ballarat Road Transportation Strategy.
The development and delivery of Council’s annual capital works program.
Sam Brown – Team Leader, Integrated Transport & Land Use, VicRoads Western Region
Sturt & Mair Streets largely define the structure of Central Ballarat. Sturt Street is Ballarat’s green spine, linking
the CBD with Lake Wendouree and connecting premiere eating, dining & entertainment areas. Mair Street is a
major traffic route around the CBD and has many stores, businesses & schools. As Ballarat grows, we need to
make sure these two vital streets work for everyone. Safety must be improved. Intersections along Sturt Street
account for 10 of the 20 crash hot spots in Western Victoria. Mair Street is difficult to cross and traffic does not
flow smoothly. Parking dominates both streets.
Jim Carden – Director, Communications and Engagement for the Western Distributor Authority.
The West Gate Freeway, including the West Gate Bridge, is the critical transport link between Ballarat and
Melbourne. The bridge carries more than 200,000 vehicles a day, providing access to Melbourne for people in
the Ballarat region and growing surrounding suburbs. The Western Distributor will provide alternative to the
West Gate Bridge, boosting jobs and economic development in Ballarat through quicker and more reliable travel
times.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Emeritus Professor Mary Sheehan AO – building the Safe System
Date: Monday, 27 February 2017
Time: 4:30 pm to 6:00 pm
Venue: VicRoads Theatrette, 60 Denmark Street, Kew, 3101
Registrations: Click here
Emeritus Professor Mary Sheehan will discuss the Safe System and how the elements can be built together to
achieve major trauma reductions on our roads.
Mary will also discuss her specific area of research interest which is the application of social psychological theory
to educational and rehabilitation initiatives to enhance community road safety, particularly the safety of young
people, and in reducing the incidence of drink driving.
Mary has received international recognition for her work in alcohol, drugs and traffic safety through ministerial
and executive appointments such as the International Council on Alcohol, Drugs and Traffic Safety (ICADTS) and
the United States Academy of Science Transportation Research Board (TRB).
She is a foundation member of the Australian College of Road Safety (ACRS), and was awarded a Fellowship in
2000 for her contribution and commitment to road safety.

2017 Breakfast and AGM – February 2017
Date: Tuesday, 28 February 2017
Time: 7:15 to 9:00 am
Venue: RACV City Club, 501 Bourke St, Melbourne
Registrations: Click here.
You are cordially invited to attend the Annual Breakfast Meeting, jointly hosted by ITEANZ and the Transport
Australia Society of Engineers Australia.

Our sponsorship partner for this flagship event is the
RACV.
The special guest speaker this year will be the Hon
Richard Wynne, MP - Victorian Minister for Planning.

Prices (including GST):


$55 per person for ITE and TAs members



$85 per person for non-members



$700 for a table of 10 people, including table sponsorship
(Table sponsorship includes display of organisation's logo on the table and acknowledgment of support
at the event, in our newsletter and on our website.)

The Breakfast Meeting will be followed by the ITEANZ Annual General Meeting.
The event flyer can be found here.
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MEMBERSHIP
As a member of ITE, you join a dynamic, interactive group of more than 17,000 transportation professionals
spanning more than 90 countries dedicated to solving today’s transport challenges. Join ITE to increase your
professional marketability and stand out from the crowd. ITE provides a wealth of resources for the transport
professional.
Did you know that individual membership with ITE costs only US$220 a year? For students, membership is free in
the first year and then $30 per year. Retired members pay $122.50. Young Members up to age of 30 now receive
reduced dues in 2015 at this webpage - Young Professionals.
The general rule for ITE membership is as follows. To be eligible for admission or transfer to the grade of
Member, an applicant:
1.

Shall be a graduate from a transportation related program at a school of recognized standing and in the
active practice of transportation or traffic work; or shall have had:

2.

If not a graduate from a transportation related program at a school of recognized standing shall have
five years of professional experience and shall be in transportation or traffic engineering work.
You can join up directly online through this webpage - ITE MEMBERSHIP.

ITEANZ NEWSLETTER
If you would like to contribute something of interest to transport professionals in a future newsletter, please
send it to us at the contact details below.
If you do not wish to receive future newsletters, send an email with the subject “Unsubscribe Newsletter” to the
email address below:
Registered Office:

ITEANZ Secretary:

ITE Australia & New Zealand Inc
PO Box 3016
Auburn, Victoria, 3123
David Nash

Telephone:

0400 395 132

Email:

secretary@ite.org.au

Website

www.ite.org.au

Newsletter editor

Aaron Hargraves
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