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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

Firstly, I would like to congratulate the ITEANZ 

Executive Board of 2013 for an outstanding year of 

member activities and strategic achievements, none 

of which would have been possible without the 

dedication and contribution of the many other 

members of the Board.  Of particular note are the 

initiatives that have led to the ITEANZ re-establishing 

our Monash University Student Chapter, the 

development of our new ITEANZ website and the 

introduction of an ITEANZ Sustainable Transport 

Award. 

At the beginning of 2013 we saw the launch of our 

updated Strategic Plan for 2012 to 2015.  The 

document identified a number of key objectives to 

increase awareness of what the ITE has to offer for 

students and sought to expand our membership 

throughout Australia and New Zealand.  Key actions 

agreed to in the short to medium term included:  

Partnering 

 Increased partnering with other associations 

 Communication – resurrecting the ‘newsletter’ by 

making more use of the website 

Students and Young Professionals 

 Make students aware of the ITE membership 

process as part of their course work. 

 Consult with tertiary educational institutions 

about undergraduate research projects; 

 Provide a “safe speaking environment” for young 

graduates and post-graduates. 

Sustainability 

 Revisit the membership paradigm.   

 Increase local membership benefits  

 More seminars, newsletters & a better website 

Advocacy 

 Lobbying for, and assisting where possible to 

achieve 

(a) robust planning for a sustainable future;  

(b) efficient day-to-day operational 
management of transport systems; and 

(c) safety for users. 

This will be my final Newsletter before I hand over 

the reins to someone else.  I do so with some regret 

but also with great pleasure since I am pleased to 

report that the Board is well on track to having 

achieved and/or progressed with all of the actions on 

the list.  So what happens next? 

Well, it is a very interesting to note that as we get 

older the urge to give something back to the 

profession grows a little stronger day by day.  And so 

it is with great delight that I see evidence of our 

partner organisations taking an even longer term 

view than the ITEANZ on the development of a 

sustainable pool of potential engineers.  By focussing 

on our lower primary, primary and middle year 

students, even before they have made their post 

graduate study choice, Engineers Australia have 

responded by developing an annual student 

competition called EngQuest to help students achieve 

a love of science, technology and mathematics at the 

earliest possible age.  Similarly, this past summer, the 

University of New England threw open its research 

laboratories to high school science students who 

wanted to get a taste of what life in a science career 

might be like.   

And so it is at this point where I wish to draw a link 

between the work of these organisations and the 

Abbot Government’s recent decision to hold a 

curriculum review.  While critics argue that the 

review's outcomes are predetermined, it is a fact that 

public submissions are being called for which means 

that at least in part, the process will be open and 

transparent.  By the Government seeking to involve 

schools, parents, professional associations, 

academics, and state and territory education 

authorities in the review, we as the ITEANZ are 

obligated to respond.  There can be no greater threat 

to our profession and our currency as engineers on 

the world stage than a lessening of our standards in 

the areas of mathematics, literature and science.  If 

we are as a nation indeed suffering from a gradual 

decline in our literacy and numeracy standards when 

measured against our counterparts in other countries 

around the world, then something must be done. 

 

Derrick Hitchins, ITEANZ President 
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TRIBUTES 

Howard McDonald 

It is with very great sadness that we report that 
Howard McDonald passed away on Friday 17

th
 

January 2014, aged 53. 

Howard was an important part of our ITEANZ 
community.  He spent one year as Vice President, two 
years as President and has been a member of the 
Board as Immediate Past President for the last two 
years. 

He has been editor of this newsletter for five years 
and, unfortunately, didn’t get to see his last edition 
finished, even though he was working on it in early 
January. 

The funeral will be held at Tobin Bros Chapel, 505 
Princes Highway, Noble Park on 31

st 
January at 2 pm. 

We are all very saddened by the loss of this very good 
friend and colleague. We offer our sincere 
condolences to Howard’s family. 

David Freeman 

Many of you will have known David Freeman, who 
was a Project Manager at Standards Australia for over 
25 years and previously worked at VicRoads and the 
Country Roads Board. 

It is with great sadness that we inform you that David 
passed away on Wednesday 22

nd
 January 2014. 

David only retired from Standards Australia in July 
2011, when he was in his late 70s. However, he never 
stopped working. After leaving Standards Australia, 
he was contracted by AUSTROADS to continue his 
work on Standards and industry guidelines. 

David had many years of road management 
experience and was well respected as the project 
manager for the committees MS-012 Road Signs and 
Traffic Signals and MS-049 Retroreflective Devices. 

David was the signs and markings guru of Australia 
over his long professional career. His knowledge, 
judgement and dedication will be sorely missed in the 
profession. But, most of all, we will miss his 
friendship and jovial manner. 

I fondly remember his theatrical voice booming from 
his office at the Country Roads Board, Kew, in the 
early 1980s. In those days, he smoked a pipe and the 
lunchtime bridge or solo game was a regular event. 

The funeral will be held at the Northern Suburbs 
Crematorium, Sydney, on Wednesday 29

th
 January at 

1:30 pm. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

2014 Annual ITEANZ Breakfast 

The annual breakfast will be on Wednesday, 12
th

 

February 2014 starting at 7:15 am, at the RACV Club 

in Bourke Street, Melbourne.  The guest speaker will 

be Mr Luke Donnellan MP (Shadow Minister for 

Roads, Road Safety and the TAC) where the theme 

will be on the Opposition’s transport objectives for 

the sustainable future of Melbourne and Regional 

Victoria. 

 

 

ITEANZ AGM 

The Breakfast Meeting will be followed by the ITEANZ 
annual general meeting, starting at about 9:00 am. 

The AGM notice and other documents are on our 
website for your consideration. If you wish to attend 
online, rather than in person, please email us at 
iteaunz@gmail.com.  We encourage you to seriously 
consider nominating for a position on the Board. If 
you are a recent entry to the profession, it’s a great 
way to network and keep up with other professionals 
in our field. If you’ve been around a while, it’s a 
chance to give something back to the profession. 

mailto:iteaunz@gmail.com
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RECENT EVENTS 

2013 Annual ITEANZ President’s Dinner 

The Annual ITEANZ President’s Dinner was held in 

mid-November, once more at the Kew Golf Club.  As 

in previous year’s, it was an outstanding success with 

a good attendance from both the public and private 

sectors. 

The guest speaker was Mr Greg Barber (MLC), 

Parliamentary Leader for the Victorian Greens, where 

the theme was based on sustainable transport in 

Victoria (particularly Melbourne where he represents 

the Northern Metropolitan Region). 

From a transport perspective, most discussion was 

focused on the government's transparency around 

the East West Link and the Metro Rail Project, two 

massive infrastructure projects currently making 

headlines. Greg also had an interesting perspective 

on Victoria's car dependency and how the 

distribution of transport modes can affect the health 

of a city's population. He was able to detail some of 

the work which has been done elsewhere and 

showed the consequences of inadequate alternative 

travel modes such as bus, tram, cycling and 

pedestrian linkages in Melbourne.  

The MC for the evening was the ITEANZ Vice 

President, Mr Tim Absalom, and the event was 

sponsored by SIDRA SOLUTIONS. 

 

In addition to the keynote speaker, several awards 

were presented: 

- Contribution to the Transport Industry Award 

Presented to Prof. William Young, Monash Uni 

- Contribution to ITE Award 

Presented to Peter Daly, RACV 

- Sustainable Transport Award 

Presented to John Bartels, City of Port Phillip 

- Emerging Professional Award 

Presented to Jarrod Darlington, SKM (NZ) and 

Tim Veitch, Veitch Lister Consulting 

 

Mr Greg Barber (MLC) addressing guests at the dinner. 

Guests enjoying the evening 

Tim Veitch (Veitch Lister Consulting), Ken Hall (ITEANZ) and Jarrod 

Darlington (Sinclair Knight Merz) 
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Peter Daly (RACV) 

Rahmi Akcelik (SIDRA Solutions) 

John Bartels (City of Port Phillip) and Greg Barber 

Prof. William Young (Monash University) 
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INTERNATIONAL ITE NEWS 

Tips and Trends in Transportation 

From a colleague in the US, did you know that: 

1. Half of new vehicles shipping in North America 

to have driverless capabilities by 2032 

According to a new study by ABI research, the 

first driverless vehicles will appear in North 

America in the beginning of the next decade. 

Read more 

2. Honda experiments with pedestrian and 

motorcycle safety 

Honda has demonstrated its experimental 

vehicle-to-pedestrian (V2P) and vehicle-to-

motorcycle (V2M) technologies. 

Read more 

3. UK approval for Redflex fixed enforcement 

systems 

Redflex Traffic Systems has received UK Home 

Office type approval (HOTA) for its suite of fixed 

red light and speed enforcement systems. 

Read more 

4. Multiple vehicle crashes could soon be a thing 

of the past, say experts 

Experts at Thatcham Research - the UK motor 

insurers’ automotive research facility, believe 

that multiple vehicle accidents could be 

mitigated or avoided altogether. 

Read more 

5. Measuring the effectiveness of winter VMS 

A survey into the effectiveness of weather-

related variable message signs on a trans-

mountain highway has some interesting results. 

Read more 

6. North Florida signals coordinated approach to 

congestion management 

David Crawford investigates innovative 

congestion management in Florida.  

Read more 

7. ANPR shockwaves emanate from Royston ruling 

Colin Sowman looks at how a ruling regarding 

ANPR cameras in a small English town could have 

wide-reaching implications. 

Read more 

8. Florida Safety Council Traffic Safety Tips 

http://www.floridasafety.org/traffic-safety-

tips.asp 

9. Riding-In-Traffic Tips 

While the following site is for motorcyclists, 

many of the strategies work for drivers of cars 

and trucks. 

http://www.motorcyclistonline.com/howto/122_

0504_motorcycle_riding_tips 

10. Driving Safety 

Explore this National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration site for information on many, if 

not all, aspects of driving safety. 

http://www.nhtsa.gov/Driving+Safety 

Compiled by Jim Harris, ITE, November 2013. 

http://www.floridasafety.org/traffic-safety-tips.asp
http://www.floridasafety.org/traffic-safety-tips.asp
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PROPOSED SEMINARS 

The following topics are ideas for future seminars and 

webinars during 2014/2015: 

 Travel Demand Management 

 Working in Asia 

 National Heavy Vehicle Regulars 

 Sustainable Transport 

 Road Rules for Vulnerable Users 

Potential industry experts are presently being sought 

where the events will be held at either the VicRoads’ 

or Department of Transport’s theatrettes. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Did you know that individual membership with ITE 

costs only US$190 a year?  Visit our website 

(www.ite.org.au) and navigate to the “Join ITE‟ page 

for more information or contact our membership 

coordinator, Daniel Przychodzki, at 

daniel.przychodzki@cgd.vic.gov.au. 

Membership in the ITEANZ is the best investment you 

can make to enhance your transportation knowledge 

and technical skills.  As an ITEANZ member, you will 

be part of a dynamic group of more than 16,000 

dedicated transportation professionals spanning 

more than 90 countries who are working toward the 

goal of meeting society’s needs for safe and efficient 

surface transportation. 

If you would like to link up with current fellow 

members in your State or Country please feel free to 

make enquiries of the Board who no doubt would be 

happy to place you in contact with a friendly name 

and face.  Of course, any personal information will 

not be exchanged. 

Corporate Supporter 

 

ITEANZ NEWSLETTER 

The email newsletter is produced as part of the 

benefits of the ITE.  Members are encouraged to 

provide material for future editions. 

If you do not wish to receive future newsletters, send 

an email with the subject “Unsubscribe” or write or 

email to the following address: 

Registered Office: ITE Australia & New Zealand Inc 

Suite 2, 22 Gillman Street 

Hawthorn East, Victoria, 3123 

Secretary: Nick Szwed 

Assist. Secretary: David Nash 

Telephone: 0410 465 534 

Email: iteaunz@gmail.com 

 

After 5 years of being the editor, including 1 year as 

Vice President, 2 years as President and 2 years as 

immediate Past President, this will be my final 

newsletter as l plan on resigning from the Executive 

Board to enable some “new blood” to join the team 

and possibly take over the editorial role. 

H McD 

 

The ITEANZ executive board wish to thank Howard 

for his tireless efforts at producing this newsletter 

and his significant contribution to this professional 

organisation over many years. 

DGN 

http://www.ite.org.au/
mailto:daniel.przychodzki@cgd.vic.gov.au
mailto:iteanz@gmail.com

