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Peter McCombs 

Peter McCombs, incoming ITE District 8 Director on 
the International Board of Direction and Chairman of 
Traffic Design Group, is also Transit NZ's Project 
Director for the Auckland TDM Project, which is 
designing and implementing many of these initiatives.  
One of the major challenges of Peter’s role has been to 
manage conflicts that arise between local and regional 
user needs around Motorway interchanges.  
Please join us at this year’s ITEANZ President’s Dinner 
to catch up with your friends from the profession in a 
relaxed setting and hear from Peter about his 
interesting experiences. 
For more information, please go to 
www.ite.org.au/Documents/Presidents_Dinner/2007_P
residents_Dinner.pdf. 
 
 

ITE NEW ZEALAND DINNER  
The IPENZ Transportation Conference was recently 
held in Tauranga, New Zealand and included an ITE 
Dinner on Tuesday 9 October 2007.  The dining venue 
was the Wharf Street Restaurant, just a short stroll 
from the conference venue and hotels. 

 
ITE New Zealand Dinner during IPENZ Transportation 

Conference – Full Glasses 
It was a most enjoyable event continuing the 
established tradition for NZ ITE members of meeting 
and getting together over dinner while at the annual 
Transportation Conference this year held in Tauranga, 
and this year hosted by the newly appointed District 8 
Director, Peter McCombs. 

18 people attended the dinner, including long-time ITE 
stalwarts John and Maureen Toomath who were earlier 
honoured by being made Life Members of the IPENZ 
Transportation Group. 

 
ITE New Zealand Dinner during IPENZ Transportation 

Conference – Empty Glasses; Many Smiles 
 
ITEANZ INAUGURAL STUDENT PRIZES  
University Level Winners Announced 

          2 

For the first time, the ITEANZ has awarded student 
prizes for work done as part of an undergraduate 
course.  The student prizes are awarded in two rounds: 
firstly one to each submitting University and secondly 
an overall winner. 

http://www.ite.org.au/Documents/Presidents_Dinner/2007_Presidents_Dinner.pdf
http://www.ite.org.au/Documents/Presidents_Dinner/2007_Presidents_Dinner.pdf


http://www.ite.org.au/Documents/Newsletters/TP_Editorial_Q4_2007.pdf
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could be made.  Likewise, a transport planner without a 
sound knowledge of traffic engineering risks erroneous 
assumptions as to how effective their planning 
proposals will be in meeting the needs of the 
community because they lack sufficient understanding 
of the operational detail of what they recommend.  
Indeed, the editorial seems to concede this point when 
it suggests that “a traffic engineer’s real role is to plan 
and design for the movement of all forms of ‘traffic’ “.  
The third factor in this issue is road safety, which was 
not addressed at all in the editorial.  Road safety is 
needed to inform good decision-making in both of the 
other two areas of the transportation professional 
activity.  For example, the planning of new residential 
subdivisions should understand that safety is the 
reason 4-way intersections are not recommended 
unless controlled by a roundabout (or signals).  
Further, the sound operation of a set of traffic signals 
requires a good understanding of potential safety 
issues that arise from different methods of operating 
the signals.   
ITEANZ would completely agree with the editorial that 
traffic engineering is not just about road traffic 
movement and properly covers any and all users of the 
road environment. 
The lack of “Traffic Engineers” category in the Yellow 
Pages or other similar phone/internet directories is 
noted in the editorial as a sign of our professions’ lack 
of penetration into the consciousness of the public.  
Such a category would be most useful, particularly to 

independent consultants, however we would suggest 
that it should be “Traffic Engineers, Transportation 
Planners, Road Safety Professionals”.  Further, the 
listing format should allow each organisation or 
individual to indicate, which of these categories they 
cover. 
The editorial makes significant criticisms of the 
Transportation Branch of Engineers Australia (EA) and 
a lack of activism on their part as perceived by the 
author.  While EA can respond to these comments on 
their own, it is worth noting that EA acts almost as the 
default “peak body” for traffic engineering because it 
has a monitoring role of professional engineer 
qualifications of all types in Australia, including traffic 
engineers.   
The structure of EA is largely state-oriented in the 
specialised subgroups within EA such as the 
Transportation Group.  The Victorian Branch of the 
Transportation Group does have an active professional 
outreach program through its seminar series which has 
been extensively co-branded and jointly organised with 
the ITEANZ program this year in Victoria. 
The editorial encourages EA members to leave the 
organization en-masse to find a more assertive 
representative body.  Given that the broader role of EA 
as the organization that certifies both University 
courses and professional “Chartered Engineers” is 
unlikely to disappear, it is probably more useful that its 
members seek to promote their branch (and our 

profession) more effectively within EA.  It would be 
difficult to promote our collective interests without any 
members.  While it might be possible for organizations 
such as AITPM to establish a competing certification 
system for traffic engineers in a similar way to the 
Certified Transport Planner concept that has emerged 
in recent times, whether this qualification could achieve 
broader recognition with the imprimatur of EA is open 
to question. 
In terms of direct action by ITE on developing a 
certification specifically to recognise skill and 
experience in traffic engineering, the Professional 
Traffic Operations Engineer (PTOE) certification has 
been developed by ITE.  While this qualification was 
originally oriented towards the North American market 
due to ITE’s membership numbers in that region, 
District 8 representatives from Australia and New 
Zealand have assisted in “internationalising” the test so 
that it is fully relevant and applicable to ITEANZ 
members. Similar certifications are also available for 
transport planners and operations technicians.  To 
date, the actual test has only been held at various 
locations in North America, meaning Australian and 
New Zealand engineers have had to travel to take the 
test.  One action that ITEANZ could take to make these 
certifications more accessible could be to arrange for 
testing to be undertaken locally on a periodic basis. 
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The editorial criticizes the ITEANZ for “effectively 
downgrading the profession by not declaring itself as a 
traffic engineering body, despite its membership”.  
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John has won numerous awards. Instrumental in 
bringing road safety experts to New Zealand and spent 
time as an Australasian College of Road Safety Fellow 
in the early 1990’s  
John has served the IPENZ Transportation Group 
unreservedly since its official inception in 1973. John 
convened the Technical Conference of the 
Transportation Group for many years. He was a 
member of the initial National Committee and the initial 
joint Editor of the Group’s Newsletter (now 
Roundabout) until 1977. 
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