NEWSLETTER

Q1 2008 Edition

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND SECTION INC

‘ }7 INSTITUTE OF TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERS
@

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

Welcome to our first bulletin newsletter to supplement
our regular quarterly newsletters. We have put this
bulletin together to keep you informed of the many
goings on at ITEANZ in recent times and some
exciting upcoming events.

The most important upcoming events are the annual
ITEANZ Breakfast Meeting and Annual General
Meeting, which will both occur on Thursday 21
February 2008.

The breakfast meeting is another exciting event co-
sponsored by Engineers Australia (EA). The current
ITEANZ Executive Board has already commenced
discussions with EA regarding our shared seminar
program for 2008, building on the successful series in
2007.

Late in 2007, we had our most well-attended
President’s Dinner in many years for a fun and social
evening with Peter McCombs providing a very
interesting keynote speech and a number of awards
being presented.

Daniel Przychodzki

ITEANZ BREAKFAST MEETING 2008

The annual ITEANZ Breakfast Meeting in Melbourne,
co-sponsored by Engineers Australia, will be held on
Thursday 21 February 2008.

Time: 7:15 am (Breakfast served at 7:30 am)

Venue: Naval and Military Club, 27 Little Collins
Street, Melbourne

Speaker: The Hon. Tim Pallas, MLA - Victorian
Minister for Roads and Ports

We have already had strong response for this event
so it should be a good one once again. The detailed
flyer for this event can be downloaded from the
website (www.iteanz.org.au).

ITEANZ AGM 2008

Following the breakfast meeting, the ITE ANZ Annual
General Meeting will be held to elect an executive
board for 2008 and close-out activities from 2007.
The details of the meeting are as follows:

Date: Thursday 21 February 2008
Time: 9:00 am

Venue: Naval and Military Club, 27 Little Collins
Street, Melbourne

The outgoing Executive Board would like to extend its
appreciation to Simone Hewitt, who is stepping down
after an enormous seven-year contribution as
Treasurer.

Nominations to join the executive have already been
received from several members who have not been
on the board previously, which is most encouraging.
Nominations close on Thursday, 14 February 2008
are can be for specific roles or to be a general
member of the board.

The formal Notice of the Annual General Meeting,
Nomination Form, and Proxy Voting Form can be
downloaded from the website (www.iteanz.org.au).

If you cannot attend in person but wish to contribute to
the AGM, please contact ITEANZ Secretary Emma
Donnelly (emma@obrientraffic.com)

ITEANZ PRESIDENT’S DINNER 2007

The ITE President's Dinner of 2007 was an
outstanding success with over 70 people in
attendance at the Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club on
November 27.

Attendees were entertained by an engaging
presentation from our new ITE District 8 Director Peter
McCombs on his role as co-ordinator of the Auckland
Travel Demand Project over the last 2 years.

Peter McCombs’ Keynote presentation
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In addition to the main speaker, several awards were
presented on the night:

A new Student Prize won by Damien Scutt of
Queensland University of Technology (now at
Caboolture City Council) for his final year paper
assessing the features and assumptions of the
new SIDRA modelling software;

Young Transportation Engineer Award won by
Sigrid Sanderson of Maunsell in Sydney;

Contribution to the Transportation Profession
won by Graham Currie, professor of public
transport at Monash University;

Outstanding service to the ITE to Ted Barton for
his enormous contribution to ITE internationally
and in Australia and New Zealand over the last
30 years;

The President Award to Peter Hunkin for his
lengthy four years service as ITE ANZ President
between 2002 and 2006.

Sigrid Sanderson receiving her Young Professional Award

Graham Currie receiving his Contribution to the
Transportation Profession Award

Peter Hunkin receiving his President Award

The ITEANZ Executive Board would like to thank all
the volunteers who helped to organise and run this
wonderful event. All those who attended the event
appreciate their efforts.
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Animated conversations at the President’s Dinner

A packed house at the 2007 President’s Dinner

LATEST NEWS IN ROAD SAFETY...

The following excerpts were taken from two articles
published together in a Melbourne newspaper. The
issues discussed will be familiar to all practitioners
involved in road safety. Can you guess when the
articles were written?

Educate Motorist, Then Punish

Road Safety Proposal

Educate the motorist — and then, if he still offends,
punish him severely.  This was the principle
suggestion today by traffic experts for improving road
safety.

Carelessness by road-users lay behind most
accidents, the police believe.

Since widespread non-observance of the traffic code
was evident from the high toll of the road, the only
alternative appeared to be harsh action against
offenders, the chairman of the City Council's traffic
committee (Cr, T.Kerr) said today.

A heavy holiday week-end accident list and a move
for stricter application of road laws by the Premier has
again directed attention to the problem.

Most accidents on Victorian roads could be avoided
by reasonable care, the Chief of the Traffic Police said
today.

Traffic regulations would hardly be needed if all
drivers used ordinary care and common sense. The
‘road hog” must either be educated into the need for
road safety or brought to his senses by court
penalties.

Some drivers showed want of reasonable care by
speeding, others by unjustifiable risks, and others by
drinking enough alcohol to reduce their ordinary
caution or impair their speed of reaction.

Stricter control over the issue of licences to eliminate
the bad or careless driver was difficult to achieve. At
present there was a strict test. A driver might pass
every test with credit but after one drink might lose his
road sense or fail to act as quickly as he would have
normally done.

Police could not say definitely what proportion of
accidents were caused by drivers who had taken
some drink. Drivers differed in the amount of alcohol
required to affect them, and it was obviously
impossible to totally prohibit drinking by motorists.

The greatest deterrent was cancellation of licences. If
motorists knew they would be automatically debarred
there would be fewer offenders.
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Police road patrols were also effective, and road
signs, such white lines down the centre of the road,
curve and dangerous hill signs, were also valuable.

Endorsing proposals for a flying squad system to
detect motorists, forecast yesterday by the Premier,
Cr. Kerr said the psychological effect of these squads
would be of immense value as a deterrent.

Stricter enforcement of road laws by more effective
policing and heavier penalties for breeches would also
prove effective.

If it were conscientiously observe, the Traffic Code
would reduce accidents, but at present its effect was
being lost because of the road hog, who cared neither
for his own safety nor that of other road users.

Only by harsh action would the roads be made safe.

Road Users’ Suggestions

Among suggestions for improving road safety made
by road users’ organisations today were:

Speed-limit device — The secretary or the Chamber
of Automotive Industries said the penalties for
dangerous driving were useless. Victoria should
follow the lead of New South Wales, and give power
to courts to direct that a slow-speed washer be
attached to the motor of an offender’s car for a period.

At the end of the period the motorist would have
learned to drive at a reasonable speed, or suffered
such humiliation that he would refrain from repeating
the offence.

If he came before court again on a similar charge, the
device could be applied again for a longer period.
This could be associated with a penalty-fee for the
sealing of the device and a fee for removal.

A letter P should be affixed to offender's car to
indicate it was a “Penalty” car.

Plainclothes “Spotters.” The Premier said
“spotters” would have to be used soon to check traffic
offences, particularly in the suburbs, where
supervision was poor.

Courtesy Squad - The secretary of the Commercial
Motor Users’ Association said the introduction of a

courtesy police squad had had excellent results in
New South Wales, and they were needed here.
When an offending motorist was detected the
courtesy squad should pull him up and give him a
brief, courteous lecture on road safety.

Educating Motorists — The president of the Royal
Automobile Club of Victoria said redesigning roads to
make them safer for the fast modern car was being
well undertaken by the state roads agency. In the
city, the question of improving the road sense of road
users both pedestrians and drivers, was most
important.

This could best be done by courtesy patrols which
would do much more than any legal process. The
present law was sufficiently complicated, with
penalties high enough.

... ANSWER
The date of publication for these articles was ...

14 June 1939!




